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The Olvympiad (s a greal
opporiunity for children.
When they play Mind
Sports they enter o
fantasy land. It becomes
huge story, that'’s what
makes if exciting —
Scorpio from Gladiators
in The Evening Standard
Hol Tickets magazine

Play the Game

Twao years ago, the first Mind Sports
(Olympiad began with Sir DBrian
Tovey's cry of Tet Ballle Com-
mence!” The start of this wear’s
MBS, the third and largest ever,
shared the military metaphor as a
group of Roman lepionnairves slowly
marched onstage Lo a  solilary
drumbeat. The clarion call of an an-
cient horn signalled the start of a
specially made  film  celobrating
games. Clips rom classics like The
Sting, The Thonies Crown Affoair,
Rain Man and others jolt us back to
the present to the far more modern
soundtrack of Queen's Play the
Game.

The influence of ancient tradilion
has besn woven into the [abric of
the this year’s M30. Tronmpe loerdl
Olympic flames flicker in high steel
brazicers around the exhibition hall.
Living statuez in Roman costume
starile passers-by as Lhey suddenly
snap to life.

Opening speaker Tony Buzan ap-
proaches the favourite MS0O empha-
sis of mens sana in corpore sano - a
healthy mind in a heslthy body -
from a new angle, recalling Lhe
original Greek Olympic celebralions
which honoured poetry, arl and
Mind Sports as well as plvsical
rompetition. While we are still sw-
rounded by a culture contred on the
physical, there are signs that things
are chaneing, The Internct enables
millions avound the globe to link up
and play, and Tony relales Lhal
there arve two billion Mind Sports
players currently on the planet.

Guick question: Whal iz the most
popular pastime in Lhe Boglish pub?
Surprisingly, the answer iz a sorl of
question - the pub guiz. And who
helped  transport the guiz  from

obzeurity  to  popularity? Magnus
Magnusszon, host of the amazingly
surcessful  BBC TV program
Mastermind, which kept millions of
primo-time. viewers glued to their
sereens for 25 years.

Magnusson began his day at the
M5S0 i good humour, posing in a
chariot with Tony Buzan, both with
daggers drawn. Mapnusson, Loo,
evoles the ancient Greeks in his
speech, paying tribute to their ve-
apecl for opsimathy — which he play-
fully refuses (at first) to deline, out
of deference to the intellect of his
audience (sec page 2). After an en-
gaping address peppered with witti-
cismsa, he Lhen opens Lhe games with
an apt chess move — Led, olherwise
known as the Englich Opening, and
we're off — M50 III has bepun.

Entrias for the event are already
well over last year's Mind Sports
Olympiad, and there 1= still plenty
of Lime Lo establish an impressive
record total as the number swells
with each passing day. So far Lthere
have been 2600 entries hy 1387
competitors, represcnting 57 coun-
tries: This number iz expeocted to
awell wilh lalecomers joining up
each day, bul organizers have no
fears thal this will be a very short-
lived rvecord. Plans are alveady afoot
to set world records In as many
separate events as possible — MBSO
IV will after all be the Millennium
edition.

Media inleresi iz runming high,
and press from Holland, Germany,
Canada, and China are already in
place.  Television coverage fiom
CNN, CBs NBC and Sky is already
booked, and crews from Brazil,
China, Germany and Sweden are
expecled shorlly.
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Varsity Games

The Millennium edition of the
MS0 next vear will embrace a
new compelilion designed to
stimulate Mind Sports parlicipa-
tion at universities around the
warld. Former Brain of the Year
winner Lana Isragl heads the
new MSO project, scheduled Lo
beein in January 2000, A four-
month season of Mind Sportes  a
hlend of classics and more mod-
ern games — will produce eyght
Leams that will win an expenses-
paid frip Lo MSO 2000 for the
Varzily Games final. Battle will
talee place via the Internet, with
the globe divided inlo four sepa-
rate zones.

(One plan to guarantoo  ex-
citement and maximum  Mind
Hporl exposure 1z the Versatility
Games, where contestants com-
pete in a different game cvery
round — without advance nolice
of what the gamoe wall be.

Lana, a Rhodes scholar doing
research work for her doctovate
in psychology at Oxford, is
vmiguely  qualified Lo promote
the combination of Mind Sports
and cducation. Even at the ten-
der ape of 12 she attracted al-
tenlion with a school science
project on Mind Mapping for
children that led to international
lectures and & book contract.
Since then she has continuously
worked on  projects  invelving
learming.

MSO Coincidence #1

Magnus Magnusson's choice of
tlie concept of opsimathy was
hoth apt and entertaining, as he
teasnd his audience at the open-

ing ceremony by withholding the
definition of the word. The bulle-
Lin editor laler presented Mag-
mus Magnuseon with a document
of serendipitous coincidence, On
the front page of the Serabble
Clih News, on display at the
Secrabble arhiters table, i3 a re-
porl from the 27th Nativnal
Championship includes the news
that the word OPSIMATH
someone who learns late in life —
was voted the best played atl the
event.

Sword for Hire

inlerested in trying out Lhis fas-
cinating two-player war pame
will be pleazed to know that they
can participale in the Stratego
World Championship on Thurs-
day and Friday free of charge.
Their entry fees will be paid by
Faleon Games who market
Stratego in the LK.

Play your Cards Right

Professional Homan legion-
naives? The troops brought in for
the opening ceremony of MS(0)
111 were careful to correct the
suggeslion that they are actors,
‘Te-enactors,’ said Dan Shad-
rake, head of Britannio, a group
that spocialises in hislorically
accurate purlrayals from the
Arthurian era, when Homan rule
ended and the Saxon kingdoms
weare founded. Britannma have
waorked on 24 film, viden and
television projects. They onli-
vened the M50 togother wilh
the lilke-minded Mililes. These
historical groups provide an-
thentic combat, townspeople,
horseriders and the intriguing
commodity ‘convineing warrioy
women for those in need of his-
torical atmosphers.

Falcon Freebie

Playing cards are being used in
many diverse events at the Mind
Sports Olympiad. They are fun-
damental to the Bridge, Poker
and Cribhage evenls bul also
play sn important part in the
World Memaory Championship.
All cards at this year's MSO
have beon kindly provided by
Carta Mundi UK Lid.

Dates for your Diary

All board games have their own
particular attractions. One of Lhe
unusual features of the board
game Stratogo is that every
vame starts from a complelsly
difterent position. VK players

Alopeside the competitive ovents
al the Olympiad, thore are also
several lectures and demonstra-
tions. Tony Buzan will be speak-
ing for around half an hour from
1330 on Thursday 26th Augusl,
on the principles of memory,
some memorisalion techniques
and using Mind Maps a=s an aid
Lo memaory.

The following day Philip
Chamhbers will be giving a talk
on Specific Memory Technigques,
Thiz will be [ollowed by a mom-
ory demonstration by Creighton
Carvello (the original ‘Memory
Man’ and former World Record
Holdor) involving [eats such as
recalling Grand National win-
nors, Middleshrough Foothall
Club resulls and team informa-
tion, names and numbers from
telephone books.

Mind Sports Olympiad - Entrants by Country

Antigua 1 | Czech Rep. 18
Austria 14 | Denmark b4
Bangladesh 4 |England 1279
Balgium 24 | Finland 9
Canada 15 | France 51
China 16 | Germany 39
Croatia 5 |Ghana 2
Cyprus 2 | Greece 2

Grenada 4 | dJapan 19
Holland 37 | Korea a3
Indixn 12 | Kuwait 2
Tran 14 | Latwvia ]
Ireland 10 | Malaysia 4
Israel 20 | Mongolia 21
Ttaly 14 | New Zealand1
Jamaica 1 | Nigeria 1o

MNorway 1 | Sweden 22
Peru 4 |Switzerland 2
Philippines 6 | Turkmenistanl
Poland 4 | Ukraine 3
IRussia 5 |USA Ah
Seotland 7 |Wales 7
HSouth Alrica 1 | Zambia 5]
Spain 4
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I’ve Started, so I'll Finish...

Television quizmaster Magnus Magnusson was born in leeland in 1929 but has lived in Britain nearly all his
life. He was broughl up in Edinburgh and gained an Open Scholarship to Oxford. From there he moved into
journalism, starting out en the Scottish Daily Express belore joining The Scotsman in Glasgow. Finally he
maved into 'I'V, becoming best known, of course, as the presenter of the BBC's long running and highly
successful Mastermind programme. Having formally opened the thivd Mind Sports Olympiad vesterday, he is
today acling as quizmaster in the British Guiz Championship.

How did you get started in
journalism?

When I started my lrst job I was
a DIY correspondent. Each week
I would explain how to pertorm
various household taslks. | had
only a basie knowledge of Lhis,
bul would rely on intensive re-
search followed by a practical
experiment, often on my
mother's lurniture (an activily Lo
which she soon put a stop). Un-
fortunately, the sub-editor of tho
Edinburgh Evering Despalch —
until that point one of my big-
gest fans - followed my instruc-
tions for rewiring his house. Just
as he was aboul Lo go live, he
realised that flicking the swilch
was likely to incinerate the
premises. Not surprisingly, this
led instead to the incineration of
my DIY eolumn,

How did vou get into TV?

My first break in television was
the Tonight programme, which |
co-presented with Chff Michal-
more. Unflortunalely Lhe vear
that I joined the team Lurned oul
Lo be the final season,

What is the background to
Mastermind and how did youn
become involved?

At that time ITV had s highly
successlul show wilth University
Challenge and the BBC chiels
were lonking for somathing to
challenge it. Mastermind was
the result of their dehborations,
[ was doing a lol of serious tele-
vision al the time and T was ap-
pointed presenter as il was [ell
Lthat I would bring gravitas Lo
Lhe show, The idea waa Lo mar-
ket the product as an intellee-
tual quiz and not a game show,
How did the show become so0
successful?

We started out with a Monday
night slot at the rather late lime

of 11.20pm. Our big break came
thanks Lo Mary Whitchouso,
who was well known [for her
campaign to clean up TV, There
was a programme called Casa-
nava 73 in which the lead char-
acter was a modern day libor-
Line. Mra Whilehouse objected
strongly to this programme com-
plaining, in particular, that it
appeared before the 9.00pm wa-
tershed. At the time Mrs, White-
house had a groat deal of
influence and the BBC were
keen to respond Lo her criti-
cisms. Their solulion was Lo
switch the slots of Casanova 73
and Mastermind. Consaquently
we ended up on Thursday eve-
ning primetime while Cosanovo
73 was consigned Lo the Monday
night graveyard slot. To every-
one's astonishmont, Mastermind
aclually increased on the view-
ing tigures that had been

achieved by its predecessor. Au-

dicnees of 14-15 million became
commonplace and the show ran
for 25 soasons until 1997,

Are you a keen Mind Sports
fan?

I don't participale mysclf al-
though I was school chess cham-
pion. However, I regard reading
and research as my own per-
sonal Mind Sports. | am con-
stantly working o expand my
knowledge of the world and am a
very enthusiastic resesrcher on
many topies. | am intensely curi-
ous about history, fascinated by
the present and highly optimistic
aboul the future.

I believe Mind Sports are very
good for you. Many people enjoy
Jogging to exercise the body, but
exereising the mind is an equal,
if not move important, aclivity.
Mind Sports are an excellent
method of achicving this,

On Mastermind, how many
answers did you know?

On Lhe night T knew all of them,
Lhiree days later — none! People
often asswned Lhat T must be
very intelligent Lo be Lhe pre-
senter on Mastermind. Whal
they would forget is that [ was
only asking Lhe questions - the
contestants wers Lhe ones with
the real intallects.

Are you surprised hy the
growlh in popularity of pub
quizzes?

Surpriszed and delighted. It is
wondserlul to think that Master-
mrened may have had some influa-
ence on this development. Tt 1s
eneouraging to think of people in
an environment such as a pub,
normally associated with darts
(incidentally also & fine game),
exercising thelr minds. Pub
quizzes do not require a univer-
sity education or a Phl), they can
be enjoyed by everybody. | would
like to see gquizees taken more
seriously —I thunk of them as a
ramhble for the mind.

What are the benefits of an
event such as Mind Sports
Olympiad?

It enables people to meet with
like-minded Mind Sports fans
and pil Lheir wits against play-
ers both steonger and weaker
than themselves, In the same
way that, for example, Bjorn
Borg and Stofan Edberg inspired
a generation of Swedish tennis
players, Lhe appearance of all
Lhese Mind Sports stars in ac-
tion together will encourage a
new generalion of Mind Sports
participants and champions.

The British Quiz Championship
will be taking place in Confer-
ence Room 1 starting at 10.00am
today. Speetalors are welcome.
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Day One Medal Winners

Chess Sat 10-minute

Poker 5-card draw

Today's Events

1 & Nunn (England) gold
2 L. Peakhis (Tarael) ailver
3 L Smurin (Tsrael)

Chess Sat 10-minute Junior

bronze

1 J. Mont-Reynard (JSA) gold
2 5. Buckley (England)  =silver
3 E. Leung (England)
Chess Sat 5-minute

bronze

1 A Adams (England) gold
2 1) Staples (England)  silver
3  T. Niccoli (England)

bronze

Poker 5-card draw Junior

1 T Niceoh {(England) gold

Medal Table after Day 1

1 J. Hodgson (England)  gold
2 J. Parker (England) silver

3 M. Turner (England)  bronze
Chess Sat 5-minute Junior
1 R. Kaufman (LISA) gold
2 I Tan (England) silver
3 A, Ghasi (England) bromnze
Diplomacy
1  P. Hawkins (England) gold
2 V. Hall (England) silver
3 D Hassabis (England) bronze
Draughts 10x10 Blitz
1 1}, Kotin (LISA) gold
2 T.Van Adrichem (Holland)
gilver
3 M. Durdyev (T'urkmenistan)
bronze
Go 13x13
1 5. Zhang (China) gold
2 M. Macladyen (England)
silver
3 V. Danek (Czech Republic)
bronse
Intelligence

i K. Loveys (England) gold
2 M. Isaac (England) silver
3  B. Gardener (England) bronze

Qware Junior Under-11

1 F. Cooper (Jamaica) gold
2 A Sobers (Gronada) silver
N, Garnett-lewis (Jamaica)

(=]

bronze

Gold SilverBronzeTotal

England G T G 19
Usa 3 0 0 3
Jamaica 1 0 1 2
China 1 0 0 1
lsracl 0 1 1 2
Grenada 0 1 0 1
Haolland 1] 1 0 1
Czech Rep. 0 0 1 1
Turk’istan 0 0 1 1

0616010

To coincide with the Third Mind
Sports Olympiad we are delighted Lo
announce the launch of a very much
upgraded weh site, This website will
have Lhe TTRI:
hitp:fwww.msoworld.com/

When vou visil the new site you
will find, amongst olher Lhings, Lhal
vou can play other users at ap-
proximately 50 difforent games from
six different game ecategories, These
pames dre fom the Hillions of
Games colleclion and we are de-
lighted Lo be working with Zillions
Development Corporation on the
creation of the sile, Using the sile is
ahsolutely free!

Other features of Lhe new sile in-
clude a Mind Sports ‘webzine' which
will bring you news and feature ar-
ticles, regularly updated. Our nows
editor 18 Jonathan Tisdall, an Inter-
national Grandmaster al Chess and
a prolessional Mind Sports journal-
iat, (Please send him news and arti-
cles to; Jtisdall@usa. net).

Backgammon......cew.. prfevi
Chesz MSO Mastora .. pmifeve
Cheas Problem Solving .. pm

Chess 10-minute ............... A
Chess 5-minute .............pm
Chinese Chess............. amfpm
Continuo World Ch...........am
Creative Thinking ........_.am
The Times Crossword........ “m
Decamentathlon.._.....__.pm
Draughts 10x10 Rapid......pm
Entropy World Ch..__........pm
o XD Chei i e Aam
Go 99 Beginners ..o i
HexDame. .........._.am
Japanese Chess. ..o pm
Mind Mapping............am/pm
Othelly......cco._amipm
Owrare U-18 ... am/pimfeve
Poker Hold'Em ... _am
Guiz British Ch. ....ceveeeeieens am
Scrabble ... am/pm
s L R e am/pm
Olympiad News Team

Editor: Jon Tisdall
roduction: Byron Jacobs
and Andrew Kinsman
{Eirst Rank Publishing)

Mind Sports Olympiad

PO Box 1353588,

London NW3 22ZF

Fax: 01707 659080

htp: ! Fwww.msoworld. com /
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Anyaone can join tn Mind
Sports. What matfersis
your grey maller. — The
Times Mega magazine

First among Experts

The second day of the Mind Sports
(Olympiad featured a gruelling svent
of purc brain power. No boards, no
pieces, no stones, no cards, just
[inely Luned grey maller and a dash
of strong nerves. The Dritish Quiz
Championship is the firsl ever na-
tional title event for one of the coun-
Lry's Tastest prowing pastimes.

Trevar Mantague, Lhe arbiter and
question sctter, said thal he had
NeVer secn S0 mMEny quiz experts in
one venue. He was hardly exagger-
atang; the favourite, Kevin Ashman,
1z the Mastermind vecord holder for
Lhe mosl points in a single pro-
gramme, as well having held the
Brain of Britain and Top Brain -
tles. About a dozen of the other con-
Lostants also held various Litles
from Lhese events and other compe-
titions, and among Lhose eliminated
in the tough preliminary heat was
tho currant Brain of Menss.

Despite the strong leld, the four
who emerged were what venerabls
compere Mavnus Magnuosson could
call the expected [Onalists: Kewin
Ashman, Daphne TFowler, Geonff
Thomas and Jim Eeeleston. This
quartet faced off’ in classic format,
with fingers on buszers, Magnus
quizzing, and Trevor passing
Judpement on close calls.

As so olten, a cerchral contest
males fascinating viewing. When
Goeoff momentarily confuses Ausfin
Powers and Wayne's World, his head
sinks Lo the table in  anpuish.
Yaphne hits the Larget with a guess
that iz abvicusly slichtly more wild
than educated and manages to do a
gleeful little victory dance with just
Lier head. At the head of the table,
the imperious  Ashman  forges
glightlly ahead, and manages to stay

there, despite  sudden  inspired
bursts from Fowler and Thomas.

Muagnus  decides to gpuaranteoe
smoolh fee-for-all vounds by penal-
ising players if they intevrupl a
reading and gel a question wrong,
When Trovor points oul Lhat this is
unusual, Magnus  declares T'm
changing the rules! and everyone
continzes  in good humour, And
Keovin Ashman emerges viclorious.

Allerwards, a =satisfied Daphne
Fowler (shared silver meadal) con-
frsses that she never dreamod of
winning. ‘Nobody ever beals Kovin!
This may seem a surprising confos-
sion [rom someone with her Lrack
record, but having come a good sec-
ond to Ashman many times, she
aays, 'l just admire the man.'

Kevin Ashman is more modest
about his achievements. Although it
apparently isn'l exactly casy for him
to remamber, he does come up with
a Winner Tokes Al where he got
nowherc, and was beaten by une of
those eliminated in today's prelimi-
pary wrillen teat. His MEO vietory
didn't come easy, though he led from
the start. ‘T pever expect to win, 1
suppose | koow Lhat the laws of
probability mean I will do quite
well, but it's best not Lo be Loo confi-
denl — that leads to disaster.’

Kevin, a vivil servant, says Lhal
nowadays (he has been a serious
quiz contestanl for Lwelve yenrs) he
concentrates  on mind  training
ralher than preparing. ‘A lol of the
sludying has  stuck, and what
doean’t stick Ltends to be in subjecly
where I don't have an intrinsic in-
terest. A few days of glancing at
reference books is enough, it gives
ma the psychological boost of fecling
I have done something

The 3rd Mind Sports Olympiad ot Qlvimgpia Cmf;_{e'rem_'e Centre
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Test your Wits

Hawve a erack at some of the
questions from the British Quiz
Championship:

€ Leonora is being serenaded
by Manrico, regarded as a rival
by the Count who is in love with
her. This tsa synopsis of which
operay

Az I Trovators

&) Which Ausirian composer's
last words were reparted lo have
been ‘Cheer wp, children. I'm all
right'#

A: Franz Joseph Haydn

& O what part of the body
woreld one wear a billycock, big-
gin or a casque?

A: On the head (the first two
are hats and a casgue is a hel-
met).

&k Ini the Morse Code system
which letter of the alphabet is
represenied by two dashes and
followed by two dois?

A Z

@ Author Jeffrey Archer, US
President Williom Tafi and US
Military Commander Tusher
Bliss all share what sure middle
name?

A: Howard

What's in a Name?

As vou enter Lhe MSO, on the
second floor of the hall, you will
gep a larpe display devoled to
the London Game Company’s
now product, Boku, Their mar-
lketing  for this newcomer 13
rather elever, and you will find
pamphlets all around the venue
telling you that the game has

only lwo rules. Bul they never
fell vou theso two simple rules —
you must visit their stand to find
oul moTe.

Fric Johnson tells an amasing
talo of how the game came Lo be,
and be named. A minor league
baszeball plaver named Rob Nel-
son in the TS came over to Eng-
land to Ley and eonvert the Brics
to America’s nationul pastime.
Mol surprisingly, Uhis resulted in
him having a lot of froe Lime on
hiz hands, and he invented and
refined this game. Salislied with
the end producl, he began the
process of marketing it, and ap-
plied for a glohal trademark for
the game’s name. When he ap-
plied in Britain, his application
was rejecled, sinee his cholee —

Bollox™ — was consudered
inappropriate.
Nelzon  reprouped and  ve-

isunched by attaching his frst
name and calling the pgame
Robollox (silent x) bul market-
ers, who liked Lhe product, still
refused to touch i, ‘It's just Bol-
Iox™ with an B O in front, 'l
it?  they complained.

Finally, Boku was born, and
the game has been guickly em.
braced. If curiosity about how
onc can have a fascinating game
borne of two simple rules he-
comes ton much lor you, visit the
Bokn stand.

They just can't get Enough

so many cvenls in 1998 that he
hal to play some of them simul-
tancously, and he iz on the hunt
again. So far he has two medals
from two events, a silver in 1i-
plomacy and a bronge in Con-
Linno. | was countling on a gold
and a silver,” said a slightly dis-
appuinled Hassabiz. Demis' rival
FPaul Smith, another Lop Pen-
tamind and Decamentathlon ace,
iz also competing in this yeur's
event, and their battle for med-
als of all sorts will be something
Lo watch.

Man vs. Machine

Speclators can watch an espe-
cially fascinating duel taking
place today as the M50 Man vs.
Machine exhibition starts. The
firal challenge will pit Tom Eck-
ersley-Waites, reigning British
under-12 champion, against the
world's strongest (Go program,
Ciod+-, ereated by Mick Reiss.
The match starts al ;30 pm.

Crafty Competitor

1emis Hassabis has a fearsome
reputalion as a versatile gamnes
player, and won last years gro-
elling Pentamind. Demis enterved

Fivo-time world memory cham-
pion Dominic (FBrien walked a
gauntlet of people demanding to
know it he was going to compote
in this year’s Memory Slalls
event and tey to wrest back Lhe
tille [rom Andi Bell There had
been doubts, and rumonrs, that
lie was stepping down. Dominic,
who is looking extremely doter-
mined, said he always knew he
was going Lo participate, but I
didn't want everyone clse Lo
lemow.”

Mind Sports Olympiad Prize Funds (Total over £100,000)

Abalone £500
Bridge £10,000
Bridge on the Internet  £1,000
Chess £20,000
Chess Problem Solving £500
Chinese Chess £6,000
Clontinmao £500)
Creative Thinking X500
Cribbage £2,000
Decamentathlon £500
Diplomacy £500
Nominoes £2,000

Draughts Bx8 £4.000
Draughta 1010 L8000
Entropy ERO0
GIPT £500
Cio £8,500
TTexDame £500
Intelligence £2,000
Japanese Chesa £5,000
Lines of Action £600
Mastermind £500
Memory Skills £5,000
Mental Calculations £500

Mind Mapping £500
(Othello L7000
Oware £500
Pentamind £1,000
Quiz L5600
Scrabble £6,000
Speed Reading £500
Strategu £5,000
Twixt £500
Latre £5000

The Srd Mind Sports Olympiad at Olympia Conference Centre
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Journey to the Century of the Brain

Mind Sports Olympiad Director Tany Buzan is the world's leading author, lecturer and advisor to govern-
ments, business and the professions on the brain, learning and thinking skills. is classic book Use Your
Heod catapulted him Lo the position of the BBC's nunber one selhing imlernationsl aulhor. On Thuraday he
will be giving a free lecture on the prineiples of the brain, memory and learning al the Mind Sports Olympiad

Lo which everyone ia invited,

How did the Mind Sporis
Olyvmpiad come aboui?

Back in the early 1990s, Ray-
mond Keene, David Levy and
myzclf were all running world
championships in different Mind
Sports (chess, computers and
mental skills respectively). We
looked around and saw that al-
though phyaical sports were
bringing everyvone together at
the Olympics, theve was nothing
equivalent in Mind Sports. Our
research revealed that there are
more than two hillion Mind
Sports players around the world
and this seemed like a good au-
dienece for launching a fledgling
project concept around an ideal
that all of us loved. We therefore
decided Lo work logether Lo de-
velop the concept of Mind Sports
Olympiad, and brought it to froi-
tion with the firsl event at the
Hoyal Festival Hall in 1997,
This year's event has already
surpassed the number of en-
tries from last vear. What are
your plans for next yvear’s
Millennium edition of the
Mind Sports Olympiad?

Al the moment the possibilities
are limitless — we may even take
aver the whole of Qlympia,
There will be more regional and
national tournaments leading up
to next year's event. Our wehsite
will also be cranked up to a ca-
pacity which will enable us zoon
to hold a million-player Lourna-
menl Lhat will revolutionise
Mind Sports and take them to a
new levael in the 218t century —
the century of the brain. Every-
bady involved in the Mind Sports
Olympiad seea il as a global ini-
tialive to bring the family of
MMind Sports players more
closely together and increasa
possibilities for human commm-
nication and mutual enjoyment.

The inaugural full meeting of
the Mind Sports Council is
taking place on Saturday.
Could you tell us about this
new organisation?

The Mind Sports Counetl is a
global body which has recently
beon set up to serve four fune-
Lions:

o Toactas the ullimate rec-
ammending authority with
regard Lo the inclusion or ox-
clusion of specilic games
within the scope of Lhe M50,

+ Toadwvise the Board on any
matlers of concorn rogarding
ethical aspects of Mind
Sports Olympiad activities,

* 'l'oact az a channel for any
charitable donations or ae-
tivities decided by Lhe
Broard.

= 'l'o adviso the Board on other
matters relating to Mind
Sports a5 and when re-
guesied,

In short, the Mind Sporls
Council is the agent of the Mind
Sports Olympiad. It is dedicated
Lo pverseeing, puiding and sup-
porting Mind Sporls activitics
around the world.

The titles can be achieved at
this vear's Olympiad have
generated a great deal of in-
terest, Could you explain
them to us?

The rules for gaining one of
Lhese Lilles ave simple: the MS0O
Grandmaster lille is awarded to
a player who wins Llwo gold med-
als or one gold and Lwo silvers in
a particular Mind Sport.

The structure for the M50 In-
ternational Master title is simi-
lar but in this case it roquires
two silver medals, one silver and
two bronze, or one gold and one
bronze.

Likewise Lhe MBS0 Candidate
Master title requires Lwo bronze
medals or one bronge and one
silvor.

What is the Tinsley medal?
The late Dy Marion Tinsley was
arguably the greatesl Mind
Sports player who ever lived, For
40 years he was overwhalmingly
the world's number 1 draughts
plaver — of the many hundreds of
games that he played al grand-
maszter level, he lost only five!
He also defended the human
race against the Chinook com-
puter, which could caleulate fve
million moves per secand — and
thrashed 1L,

The Tinsley medal 15 an
award for exceptional services Lo
Mind Sports which will he aw-
arded here al final medal core-
mony on Sunday., Three medals
will be awarded this year — one
for each year of the Olympiad —
and from then on an annual
award will bo made each year.
Tell us about your latest
book, Brain Smart Leader.
Published by Gower Press, Bram
Smart Leader is for business
individuals who wish to learn
how to use the power of the
brain Lo sccelerate and improve
business performance across the
board. It locks at studics of prao-
jecls thal my colleagues and |
have carried oul for IBM, British
Adrwayvs, Boeing ele. in which we
hawve used Mind Maps and men-
tal literacy technigues to pener-
ate savings in time and money
and major reductions in =tress,
For example, Boeing saved 312 I
million in nine months by adopt-
ing Mind Maps to help develop
new aircraft. The book’s thesis is
that the leaders of business in
the 21st contory will only be
those who have learned how to
use Lheir heads.

The Srd Mind Sporta Olympiod af Olympia Conference Cenire




Olympiad News

Monday 23 August

Day Two Medal Winners

Backgammon Beginners Go 9x9 Beginners Today's Events
1 J- Turner (Bngland) gald I F. Prager (Gormany) gold :
2 O Connick {England) silver 2 T. Niceoli (England) silver Abalone World Ch............. SR
3 W, Slephens (Knglamd) hrrinme i M. Hegan (Fngland) bronze Ba_cltgamfnun """ o pm/eve
Chess Problem Solving HexDame Olympiad Ch g;dgehl:lﬁ:zf:fam """""" e
' tors . pmieve
1 4. Munn (England) pold 1 G, Millor (Hoyglard) proaled Ol e ol . ﬂ: {P‘;ﬂ RS
9 M McDowell (England)  silver 2 L. Springer (Holland)  silver A am
3 D. Tan (England) bhronee 3 E. Danilevich {(Lithuamia)  bronss G]J?SE 25-minute ............... eye
Chess Sun 10-minute Othello European Ch ?h”“”]e Cls s et DN
soembd oW
1 D. Norwood (England) gold 1 M. Suckuni {Japan) pronlid Dr: hts 10%10 Rapid pm
Z D. Moskovic {England) silver 2 T. Mivacka {Japan) silver iodo: ol dads : it Sattatad pam
3 J, Todgson (England) bronze a L. Leader (England) v Entropy World Ch.............pm
Chess Sun 10-minute Junior Poker Hold 'Em dapanase Chess......... amipn
Maslermind . pm
1 15, Leung (Hngland) zold | C. Vaz (England) gold Othello
2 AL Ghasi (England) mlver 2 1. Adams {(England) silver 0 A RSN SRR R e
3 D.Tan (England) broinze 3 (3 Lee (England) bronze FTm """"""""""""""""" eve
Chess Sun 5-minute Quiz British Championship - *‘;h‘:“ﬁ:j e
: Serabble Weakday.......o.... am
1 . Morwood (England) ol I K. Ashman (England) gold Serabble Evenin i .
2 A Adelajs (Nigeria) milver 2= 1) Fowler (England) silver Speed Readic Bl e
i N. Port (England) bronwe 2= {1z Thomas (England) gilver e o S IRt esssimsstind o
Chess Sun S-minute Junior Scrabble Ch (SOWPODS)
1  S.Buckley (England)  gold 1 P Nelkan (England) gold Olympiad News Team
& A, Ghasi (England) silver & M. Nyman (England) gilver Editor: Jon Tisdall
3 N. Frost (England) bronze 3 F. Awivwade (Migeria) bty e PI'!'!I."UI:.‘.[JDII‘ Byron Jacobs
Chinese Chess 10-minute Scrabble Ch (OSW) and Andrew Kinsman
I S-T. Hua (Francs) gold I 5. Carter (England) goald (First Itank Publishing)
2 WO, Woo (Franes) silver 2 5. Simonis (England) silver
3 8-L. Guo (England) brona 1 T. Killilea (England) branze Mind Sports Olympiad
Continuo World Ch Skat Olympiad Ch . _ .
nx 1. ;
i T. Niecoli ;Euﬁlﬂml} u'frld | . B'Etfxeud {England) |a,ﬂ.c:11:l London NW3 27F
2 D. Haszsabis (England) wilver 2 A. (fhany (England) silver Fax 01707 659080
3 H. Lec (England) hromee 3 . Shepherd (England) b hitp:/ fwnow msoworld.cam /
Continuo Junior Ch
| T Niceoli (England) gold Medal Table after Day Two
2 V. Westnedge (England)  silver
1 J. Lutlon (Engeland) hronze G S B Total
i N England 22 23 22 67
Creative Thinking World Ch UsSA 3 0 0 3
| D Bodycombe (England)  gold China 1 I 0 2
2 % : France 1 1 1] 2
2 RB. Birchall (England) silver
; 2 Japan 1 1 1] 2
3= M. Higgs {England) bronze Jamaica 1 0 1 2
A=l Broomfeld (Fngland)  bronze Germany 1 0 0 1
The Times Crossword Ch Korea 1 ] 0 1
AT ” Holland 0 2 0 2
1 M. lI.'.rT:»m__Hﬂ‘l'e {England) gr:u].d Israel 0 | I 2
2 W. Pilkington (England)  silver Nigeria 0 1 1 2
a AL Butherland (Scotland)  bronze Grenada 0 1 0 1
Go 9x9 Championship Austria 0 0 1 1
e Czech Rep. 0 0 1 1
I 5. Kim (Kores) gold Lithuania 0 ] 1 1
2 5. Zhong (China) Hilver Seotland 0 i 1 1
3 G Schneidor (Ausirind hronws Turk'istan 0 1] 1 1
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Taste is the enemy of crea-
tivity. - Pablo Picazso
1881-1973

Ask a Silly Question...

How com vou measure peaple’s crea-
fivity in a competibion? Y just nsk
them silly guestions and see who
contes up with the silliesl answers,”
aays ME(s resident Ureativily gues-
tion. setter, Bill Horizton. Here (s
Bill’s report an (s year's evendt.
Measuring creativity is, of course,
a little more scientific than jusl ask-
ing silly questions, and Lhe st
round provided a good example of
how to separale the truly creatively
pilled from the ordinarily ereative.
Under the heading of ‘Diological
Creativity’, we asked the conlesl-
ants to suggest specifications for a
redesign of Lhe human body and
specily changes in laws that would
follow Lheir alleralions. There wers
plenty of extra eves, ears, limbs and
some very curions relocalions for
genitals among the more common
responses, and chameleon skin was
another popular idea. David Body-
combe, the eventual zold medalhst,
went instead lor a second snus o
expel fatty products as a slimming
aid, and a ball-point pen in place of
the muddle fOoger  His  anally-
connecled law change took place in
France where all hotels would have
to inatall an extra badet. Philip
Hateman, who won the [rsl ever
Creativity ovent in 1997, relocated
our heads inside our chests, thus
dispensing  with necks allopether.
He pointed out. howewver, that it
coudd  Isad Lo confusion  hetween
pairs of spectacles and brassieres.
Hound two, Millennial Creativity,
pul the contestants i the position
ol archacologists 100 years hence
who have jusl dug up six chessmen,
What were Lhey [or? Then, a year
later, they dug up a chesshoard.
How did this change their view?

Onn contestant had the chessmen as
a sot of orifice cleaners for a baby,
with the bishop uzcd to de-wax ears.
David Bodyeombe saw them as a
cocktail-making sel, centred on the
knight as a bottle-opener,

Round  three, Administrative
Creativily, asked for a government
While Paper o regulate the spread
of erealivity., Lucy DBroomfield in-
sisted that her While Paper he
printad on the sort of tape Lhe police
use to cordon off areas of Lhe
sireets. They could thus use il Lo
contain crealive outbursts. David
Bodycombe’s While Paper was bu-
reaucratically pre-folded inlo a pa-
per aeraplane — for speedy delivery.

Hound four, Creative Accoun-
tancy, hngan with governmenl
avcounts and ended by asking the
conlestanle L account for their
failure Lo win Lhe competition. The
firat part was supgesled by a rather
feeble =ell-off of governmenl assots
earlicr this year, when lhe only
ilems listed as having been disposed
of were s horse, a fork-lift frock
iplus battery), a laree number of
lawn-mowers and & landrover. What
on earth had they all been for?
Maguy Higgs opted for a plan Lo
turn the Chammnel Tunnel inte a
underground racctrack (the fork-lil
trucks were needed to Lift up and
dispose of the rail tracks; the horse
wad 8 puines pig, the landrover was
needed Lo convey personnel, and the
lawn-mowers were held m reserve
until the grags grew).

And finally the exeuses: The win-
ner was a mason. 'mooallerpie to
pold. It's more polite to come second.
And the excuse David Bodyeombe
didn't need; My third Onger wasn't
writing proporly,
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Seoul Mates

A contingent of Eovean Mind
Sports players, led by Go legend
(ho Hoon-hyun 9-dan, arrives at
the MSO on Thursday. Cho stud-
ied in Japan where the profes-
sional game [rst  blossomed,
then returned home with the
poal of lifting his countrymen Lo
top level, a task he accomplished
with resounding success. His
diseiple Lee Chang-ho 1s consid-
vred by many to be the strongest
player in the world today, and
Lee's suceess has ignited an un-
procedented blaze of popularity
for the game:

Cho will lecture om Lhe 26th
from 2:30 Lo 3:30 pm on level 2.
On Friday the 27th he will give a
ten-board simullaneous exhibi-
tion beginning at 2:30 pm, again
on level 2. Spectators are urged
Lo come along and wateh a truly
top-level player.

Man vs. Machine ||

Machine challonge, Lhe silicon
brain cmerged triumphant afler
an ecoerily human performance,
Tom FEchorsley-Waites, the
reigning  Dritish under-12  Go
Champion, had the program on
the ropes when Lhe maching
suddenly cmbuarked wpon a ze-
vigs of strange moves which pro-
prammer Mick Helss deseribed
as ‘designed to confuse’. The cy-
bor-peychology worked — God++
turned the lables and won in
devastating fashion.

Don't just stand there...

Today one of the stronpest Shogi
(Japanese Chess) players in Lhe
West, American Larry Kaulman,
pits his wils against Jell' Rol-
lason's Sholest, bronze medal
winner in the presligions World
Compuler Shogi Championship
in 1998, The duel beging al 3:30
pm un level 2.

Yesterday, in the fivel Man ws.

MSO Title Awards

Beware — nof all of Lhe pseudo-
Homan trappings adorning Lhe
vonue are just show. You may
suddenly find yourself jabled hy
what appears to be a bronzed
statue. The Hving sculptures on
exhibil are  actually  MRichard
Yaulkwan and Maurizio DVApoll-
onio. Hichard, who 1z sell-taught,
has become guile well-lnown
after several menths posing in
Covent Garden. Maurizio is a
mime - known best for his Bub-
bleman character - and they
often work together. For some
renson, 1 am nol surprised Lo
dizcover that standing stock still
is interesting work.

Richard coneentrates on the
physical aspect of his unusual
calling. In particular, he informs
me, you noed Lo be especially

strong in the leps Speclalors
quile often amuse themselves by
trying to topple hving statues
with a sudden slap Lo the thigh
from behind. Other hazards [or
the professional statue arve peo-
ple who get a laugh out ol put-
Ling forsign objects in an out
strotehed hand or using a statue
as an ashtray.

Maurizio makes voluntary pa-
ralysis sound like remarkably
like a Mind Sport. ‘Tt's veally all
in Lthe head, all concentration.
You have to believe you can do
anything, and then you can. You
ean keep your eyes open an hour
and a half without blinking — it’s
all in the mind.

And don’t fee! sale from sur-
prise mow, cither. Richard and
Maurizio are planning to change
their disguises later in the weelk.

Word Perfect

Mark Goodliffe, a finance diveec-
tor from Wesl London making
his first appearance in a cham-
pionship linal, won the annual
Times Crossword Champinnship
held at the M50,

The winner'’s average Lime
wag an amaring 8% minules per
puzzle. The conquered feld of 21
included two former champions
and 17 contestants who ad-
vanced from Lhe semi-final with-
vut commitling a single error,

Congratulations are due to the following who have
achieved MSO Litles. (Ploase note that this list does
not inelude those who have achieved Litles, but still
have the opportunity Lo upgrade them before the

end of this yem’s Olympiad.).

Grandmaster Awards

Shutai Zhang (China) Go 19x19
Makota Suckuni (Japan) Othello

International Master Awards

Femi Awowade (Nigeria) Scrabble
Bruce Birchall (England) Creative Thinking
Anatoli Gantvarg (Belarus) Draughts 10510 (10 min)

Yuan Guo (Holland) Go 19x19

Anne Jones (England) Speed Reading

Ron King (Barbados) Draughts Sx8

Ron King (Barbados) Draughts 8x8 (10 min)
Michael Sandeman (Kngland) Shogi (15 min)
Guntis Valoeris (Latvin) Draughts 10x10

Shutai Zhang (China) Go 13x13

Michael Adams (Eneland) Chesa (b min)

David Bodycombe (England) Creative Thinking
Erie Cheymol (France) Shogt

David Howell (England) Crosswords

Michael MeDowell (Kngland) Chess Problems
George Miller (England) HexDlame

Leo Springer (Holland) HexDame

Alastair Sutherland (Scolland) Crosswords
Cuntis Valneris (Latvia) Draughts 10510 (10 min)

Candidate Master Awards

Paul Smith (England) Intelligence
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Game Boy

Demis Hassabis is one of the starvs of the Mind Sports Olympiad, having won medals in numerous events in
all three Olyvmpiads Lo dale. As well as being a games aficionado, Demis has recorded impressive scademi
achievements and runs Blixir Studios — & highly successtul company that writes computor games.

Have yvou always liked games?
Yes. My first love was chess
which I learnt when [ was four
vears old, going on Lo become Lhe
world's highest rated 12-year-cld
player. Howevaor, during my
carly leens [ started concentrat-
ing on my schoolwork — T took
my A levels three years early —
and also became interested in
compuber game programming.
(*hess therelore began Lo take a
back seat and Lo be honest, my
chess strength has not improved
all thal much sinee T was 12,

At the age of 16 T took a year
oul before going to university,
during which I co-wrote a com-
puter game, Theme Park, which
went on to sell four million cop-
ez and became one of the top 20
selling pames of all time, [ then
went to Cambridge where T
graduated with a Double First
and became interested in many
other Mind Sports besides cliess,

Overall, | vepresented Cam-
bridge in seven different pames,
including Chess and Go. Cam-
Lridge actually haz the strongest
Go players in Europe as there is
a large Japanese and Chinese
gtudent population. | learnt a
greal deal about Go there and
managed Lo win a few events.
Are you interested in physi-
cal sports or do you concen-
trate exclusively on mental
challenges?

No, not at all. At Cambridge |
represented my college al fve
physical sports: badmington,
table lenms, football, squash
and volloyball. Howoever, my hest
event was probably table foothall
— | was Cambridge champion
three years in a row and finished
fourth in the UK Championship.
Table foolball is a greal game,
gimilar in technique and skill to
Lable tennis in that it requires
oxcellent hand-eve coordination.
It is a huge game in the US and
Lhey even have professional
plavers there.

Which, in your opinion, arc
the best Mind Sports?

I think there are Gve preal
pames. First, Choss which |
Lthink iz the best arbitrary game.
It has evolved over & period of
many centuries and iz 4 beauti-
[ully balanced game. The inter-
play between the pleces s per-
feet and the complexily s al a
lewel which is finely tuned to the
capabilities of the human mind.

Go 18 Lhe pureat pame, De-
spite its incredibly simple rules,
it. generates fantastic complex-
ity. There 15 only one idea (Lo
capture territory) and there is
voally only one artifical rule, ‘ka’.

The third great game is Shogi,
which 1s also the most fun Lo
play. It iz not asz well balanced as
(Chess but makes up for it with
the enervgy of the play. Chess can
somelimes be a very static game
due to the nature of the pawn
slructure, but Shogt is a lre-
mendous fight, with viclous at-
tacks and connterattacks; and
draws are almosl unknown. Also
to become strong at Chess you
need very good knowledge of the
openings. In Shoet this s not the
case — theory iz loss important
as the fwo armies start some
distance aparl and do not collide
for many moves.

Anothor favourite of mine is
Diplomacy, which is very dilfer-
enl from other Mind Sports, as it
relies almost entively on pure
Luman interaction. You all start
off completely equal and the ob-
ject is to use your powers of per-
suaszion to do deals to get what
vou want. It 18 almost a game
version ol capitalism.

Finally, | would choose Poker
to complete my seb of greal
games. There 18 obviously much
luck in Poker but it also has a
fine balance of paychology, read-
ing your opponents and bluffing,
Do you think games are im-
poriant?

Yes. You often hear motaphors

used, with people saying things
such as ‘business iz like war or
‘politics is like war', However, I
think everylhing can be related
to games. Different Mind Sports
encompass all of the methods of
human mteraction that oeceur in
the real world.

How do you think the hest
Mind Sports compuler pro-
grams maltch up against the
hest humans?

In fact, what | find really amaz-
g in this contexl is Lhe incredi-
ble power of the human mind.
Computers can be programmed
Lo do some clever Lhings, but Lthe
achievements of the human
brain are so much more impres-
sive, Although Deep Blue [a-
mously beal Kasparov in a
{hess match in 1997, Chess is
almnst the ideal game for the
kind of brule [oree lookahead
that computers do so well. How-
ever, with games that rely more
on intuition, Lthe slandard of
computer play markedly deterio-
rates,

For example, Shogi i3 much
maove difficult for computers as
preces can be ‘dropped’ onlo any
square on the board and the
level of complexity vastly in-
creases. (o is in a dillerent di-
mension allogether and relics
hugely on intuition, Not surpris-
mgly, computers are currenlly
hopeless at it
Can you see how this might
chanpe?

Yes, it's possible — and [ actually
have some ideas mysall shoui
thiz with regard to Go, though 1
would like to get better at it
first. The technology that made
Neep Blue so strong is not pork-
able to Go and is, in facl, nol
terribly uselul in any other ar-
eas. | think that when a success-
[ul approach Lo the problem of
o iz found, this will ke of fre-
mendous value as a new tech-
nology which could be used in
many difforent environments.
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Day Three Medal Winners

Mind Mapping World Ch Medal Table after Day Three Today’s Events
1 E.Collier (Scotland)  gold G S B Total Abalonie World Ch............. am
2 J. Goldstein (LTSA)Y silver England 25 26 26 77 Backgammon.............. pmleve
3 D. Holloway (England) bronze gﬁﬁ ? i g 3 Bridge [or Beginners_........am
Poker Razz Fnif:ze i 1 0 E Bridge Mu}ti‘ Teams...amipm
Holland 1 1 0 2 Chess M5O Masters .. pmiove
1 M. Haytack (England) gold Japan I " o e Chess Olympiad Ch ......... am
2 G. Lee (England) silver Puerto Rico | 1 0 2 Chess 25-minnute ... eve
3  C. Harris (England) bromze Jamaica 1 0 1 B Chinese Chess. . am/pm
Poker Razz Junior zi'}rzﬂ::r 11 :‘: {1. ;" ConntdoWn coeeeniieia pm
1 C. Harvis (Bogland) gold Korea 1 0 n 1 Draughts 10%10 Rapid......pm
5 9 Nicdoli (Eneland i Israel o 2 1 3 Entropy World Ch...........pm
- - Niccoti L Bngianc) i Nigeria ] 1 1 2 Intalligence World Ch....... HIL
3 (. Hassabis (England) bronze Grenada 0 i ] 1 Toigrsinivsis Chess s ram
Speed Reading World Ch Austria 0 0 1 1 Mastermind.. ... pm

Czech Rep. 0 (i} 1 1 M | Cal ;
1 A Jones (England) gold Latvia 0 0 1 1 g c“h?‘l'mﬂ& """"" bt
2 A Baron (England) silver Lithuania 0 0 1 1 Othello: Olympisd Chi......ipm
— Wales il ] 1 1 EMWWADE i v
3 B Wllﬂ_huL (Wales) ) hdg Polker Canadian Stud ....... am
Speed Reading World Junior Ch MSO Records Serabble Weekday........oam

1 P. Rivers (Puerto Rico) gold
2 R Cordero (Puerto Hico)silver

3 Ao Kothari (England)  bronze

0o o0le

THE WORLD’S BEST
PLAYING CARDS

Carta Mundi UK Limited
Kingshridge House, § Kingsbridge Read,
Walton-on-Thames, Swrrey, K112 271,
Phone: 11932 24 23 22 « Fax; 019322222 20

The numbers at this record edition
ol Lthe MS0 continue to grow. There
are now over 26860 enbries rom 1350
players, representing 53 nalions,

www.msoworld.com

Scrabble Evening ......ove

Olympiad News Team

To coincide with the Third Mind
Sporls Olympiad we are delightod to
announce Lhe launch of a very much
upgraded web sile. The address s
httpfwww maoworld, com/!

When you visit the new site you
will find, amongst ather things, that
you can play other users at ap-
proximately 50 dilferent games from
aix different pame calegories. These
pames are [rom Lhe ‘Zillions of
Games collection and we are de-
lighted to be working wilh Zillions
Development  Corporalion on Lhe
creation of the site; Using (ke sile is
absolutely frea!

(Hher features of the new site in-
clude a Mind Sports ‘webzine” which
will bring vou news and feature ar-
ticles, regularly updaled, Our news
ocditor 1s Jonathan Tiadall, an Inter-
national Grandmaster at Chess and
a professional Mind Sports journal-
st (Please send him news and arla-
cles to: jtisdalli@usa.net),

Editor: Jon Tisdall
I'roduclion: Byron Jacobs
and Andrew Kinsman
(First Rank Publishing)

Mind Sports Olympiad

PO Box 133588,

London NW3 518

Tel: QITOT7 G52080

Fax: 01707 661160

hittpsd A, msoworld.cont /
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The difference betiveen
intelligence and education
s s — entelligence will
make you a good lving, —
Charles Kettering 1876G-
1953

Discovering Dama

Although it 1= often constitutes our
introduction to Mind Sports, most of
us from Eoglish-speaking eountrics
know very Little aboul the world of
Ihaughts. This world s made up of
a fascinating array of velated games
of which 8x8 Draughts (known as
Checkers in Lhe TUS) iz just a hasic
version, The beauly of its more
complicated relations is obscured by
some slightly confusing names and
the superficial mpression of sim-
plicity from the moves of Lhe picces.
Walter van Heel, Presulent of Lhe
Federation Mondiale: du Jeu de
Dames (FMJD), 1= a4  congenial
ambassador for lus pameds), and
helps clarify the differences.
International  ravughts,  more
commonly known as Dames, is basi-
cally characterised by a  10x10
board, backward caplures. and very
powerful kings — like s hopping
chess bishop. These aspects make
for a quantum leap in complexity
and enable some truly breathlaking
tactical play and sacrificial combi-
nations. The TAMID, a major waorld
body, has asked Lthe MSO to stage
e of its official World Champion-
ship events, so this year's 10x10
Ivaughts 10-minute blilz will dow-
ble up as the FMJD Championship.
The FMD also embraces Russian
Draughls {4 variant of Dames on an
Hx¥ board), and the now HexDame,
plaved on  hexagons  instead  of
gguares, thus adding further dimen-
sionz. Strangely, the classic 8x8
game remaing outside the fold
During the MS(O Van Beek, be-
sides his busy playving schedule, also
acts as diplomal, and has entered
into enthusiastic discussions with
the Dama delegation [rom Bahrain.
Dama  which seems fated Lo add Lo

the names conlusion, since it is also
the Ttalian word [or 10x10 - is a
very old wvariant, Tt has an ex-
tremely long tradition in Baheain,
which has now organisad an inter-
national Dama lederation. Dama is
Axf, with orthoponal moves and
captures, and kings — sheiks, actu-
ally which move like hopping
chess rooks. The rules appear Lo be
shared wilth whal has been ecalled
Turldsh Draughts, bul il s impossi-
ble to say whose game is alder,

Van Beck regards the members of
the Draughls/Dames/Dama  family
trae as folk games’ due Lo their long
traditions and rogional varianls. Ie
haz pledged full support for Bah-
raini Dama and was complataly cap-
tivated by Lhe stunming combina-
tions demonstraled by the Arvab
delegation. "This is the [irst histori
cal variant that shares the richness
of 10210, Van Beek enthuses, and
thiz age-old game now geems on Lthe
verge of a full international renais-
sance — an exciting development for
the Draughts world. The MSO has
also rocognised Dama, and will sup-
port its spread and the activities of
the new federation.

Over the course of its 52-year his-
Lory, the FMJITD has grown from lour
nalivns Lo 47, and Van Beek is
clearly proud that they manage to
stage three repular and interlocking
World Championship cycles.

Although 10x10 15 nol as complex
as Chess, the relative strength of
their respective computer programs
13 #boul the same, since less pro-
gramming allenlion has been paid
to thn game. Compulers are also
segrogated to their own evenls as
the FMJD is not terribly interested
in Lhe man ve. machino debata.
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Lost for Words

Two contostants in the Scrabble
event, concenlrating on  their
game to Lhe exclusion of all else,
managed to fake tiles both [rom
their own bag and that of the
Lable mext Lo them. They played
soveral moves before realising
their mistake and then decided
Lo remove all tiles from the
board in order to sort things oul.
When the tournamenl divector
arrived, halfoway through the
Lime allocated for the game, thoy
had no words on the board, a pile
of tiles on the table and two in-
complete bags of tiles, one either
aide of the board. Undaunted,
they started afresh with a third
hag of Lliles and hmped heme
with Lhe results some Lwenty
minutes into the scheduled tea-
break.

Words for Windows

may be able to get the man him-
solf to reveal the nuances behind
hiz work.

Medal Detector

Artist Barry Martin has sirong
tiez Lo the Mind Sports Olym-
piad, This year he has honoursd
the event with a new exhibition
which has pleased visitors of all
ages. The show. entitled Took —
Heflection on Struclure and
Meaning, provokes the eye and
the mind, as well as pleasing
them. The exhibit 15 a greal [a-
vourite of children al the svent
and many have judged it ‘coal’
much to the arlisUs satisfaction.

A gericz of small reliefs, words
hewn from Welsh slate, reflected
in stainless steel, provide a
counterpoinl  of ancient and
modern materials while trans-
forming and vevealing meaning.
Harey is excited by Lhe possibili-
ties of his theme, and is already
working on 4 more complex ver-
sion with senlences,

Barry was the official arvtist al
the Chess world title match be.
tween Kasparov and Short and
designed the Staunton Memorial
in Kensal Greon Cemetery. His
works are in many presbigious
collections, including Lthe Tate,
the MNational Portrait Gallevy,
and the Brilish Museum. The
Martin exhibition can be scen on
level 3, and quite poasibly you

One of the rising stars of the
Mind Sports Olympiad is 16-
voar-old Londomer lony Niceoli,
who has made his mark in a
wide range of evenls, To date at
this year's Mind Sports Olym-
piad, which iz not oven al the
hallway stage, Tony has pock-
eled no less than nine medals.
As well as junior medals, his
successes include gold for the
Conlinwe World Championship,
silver in Go for Deginners and
bronze 1 Poker Raze, Tony is
optimizlic of adding to his tally
and particularly has hizs eye on
Maustermind and Draushls for
Beginners. The Penlamind com-
petitors have a new rival.

Man vs. Machine lll

ten-hoard simullaneous exhibi-
tion on Friday from 2:30 to 4:00.

Poker About-Face

Chiel arbiter Idan Climne in-
[orms Olympiad News that to-
marrow’s Poker competition will
not be London lowball, but 5-
card lowhall by overwhelming
popular demand.

Big Screen Shogi

Today's third instalment of Lhe
tussle hetween the siheon and
huwman brain is 4 heavyweight
clash. Kenla Tominaga of Japan,
roigning. Meijin of Othelle, will
face Lhe program Logistello, re-
garded by experts as Lhe favour-
ite, This takes place al 10:00 am
on level 2.

The rvesult of the second Man
vs. Machine challenge between
Larry Kaufman BS.dan (1998
MS0 winner) and top program
Sholest was an impressive vic-
tory for humanmly. Haodicap
expert Kaufman pgave Shotest
huge 2.piece {(rook and hishop)
odds — and won, Steve Lamb 4.
dan (2-lune European Cham-
pion) also triomphed at reck
odds.

Going, Going, Gone

The linal of the Shogi (Japanese
Chess) event will take place on
level 2 in the Man vs. Machine
area at 2:00 pm loday, so that
spectators can follow the action
on an overhead screen.

The four finalists for the Pan-
Atlantic Championship  are
Larry Kaufman (USA), Steve
Lamb (England), George ler-
nandes (USA) and Hans Segers
{Holland).

Naote! All Shogi eventz will
have their closing ceremony at
4:30 pm on level 2.

Well Read

The schedules for the afternoon
events for Go on Thursday Lhe
26Lh and Friday the 2Tth will be
postponed to allow Go players o
take full advantape of Lhe special
vigit by Cho Hoon-hyun 9-dan of
Koves. The Go legend will be
lecturing on level 2 from 2:30 lo
3330 on Thursday, and giving a

One of the easiezt evenls Lo un-
derstand and appreciale has to
be the Speed Reading World
Championship. Several journal-
isls curions to sec the compeli-
tion wenf away disappoinfed
when they found an empty room
— the contestants were ao quick
that they Onished the event
ahead of schedule, Anne Jones of
bngland fnished 252 pages of
text (08,668 words) — three shorl
stories from Hearts tn Atlantis,
an unpublished work by Slephen
King — in the hall hour allotted
and her answers on Lhe compre-
henszion test earped her a spoed
of 1233.2 words per minute.

The junior event produced a
latin  American  double, with
Pablo Rivera and Ricardo
Cordero, both from Puerto Rico,
taking Lhe gold and silver with
7399 and 7228 wpm respec-
lively. Speed Reading ability 1=
measurad by the number of
words read per minute, divided
by the percentage of comprehen-
sloI.
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'_I'De Beachcomber

Bill Hartston is the resident creativity question setter al the Mind Sporls Olympiad. He is known to a wider
audience as Beacheombor in The Express and previously held the post of Creativity correspondenl for The

Independent. He is also an experienced Mind Sports player, having achioved Lhe Lille of International Chess
Masler and won the British Chess Championship on bwo oecasions.

How would vou define crea-
tivity?

That 15 a difficult one. If it 15 to
mean anything it must be sepa-
rated from originalily. Simply
coming up wilth an original idea
is not necessarily creative; it
noeds Lo have something mora.
Also it is not enough that a new
idea simply works — some very
good ideas don't work, while
other bad ones do. What is re-
quired is a hlend of oviginality
and effectiveness. Arthur
Koestler, in his book Aet of Crea-
tion, identifies the essential
component of creaativity as ‘dis-
gociation’ — thinking about some-
thing on two parallel levels and
then drawing them together.
Humour is a good example. The
art of telling jokes 1= Lo zet Lhe
mind on ene tram of thought and
then Lo derail it with the punch-
hne.

Is it possible to teach creativ-
ily?

1 dan't think so. However, as
Tony Buzan has shown, you can
train uncrealive people to come
up with ideas that they would
not otherwise have had by using
technigues, However, croativity
is a process and not a technigue
— it comes from somewhere
decpor.

Is it an advantage to be crea-
tive?

For a while 1 had a jobasa
management consultant dealing
mainly with management psy-
chology and the project I worked
on most was Lhal of manage-
ment teams, We discoverad that
for 4 leam to be successful you
need to have one creative person
and no more. When yvou are ac-
tually trying Lo gel things done
creativily can be a disadvantage,
If a project is divided into formu-
lation and implementation then
crealivity is useful in the fivsi

but a positive hindrance in the
soconid.

Do yvou regard yoursell as a
creative person?

When [ started out as an indus-
trial psychologist | was seta
peraonality test, the result of
which informed me thal T was
indeed crealive, This came as
aomething of a surprise to ma as
I had nover veally regarded my-
sclf as creative. T think [ am a
producl of & defecl in Lhe educa-
Lional system which encourages
too much thinking in terms of
right and wrong. Far example, at
school I was hopeless wilh lan-
puages because [ didn't appreci-
ate that they wore about com-
munication, and in order to
communieale, yvou have to make
mistakes.

Is it possible to test objec-
tively for creativity?

Wiell, of course this is what | at-
tempt to do in the Creativity
Championship and I Lhank it 1s
possible, For example, if you ask
a group of people to identity un-
usual uses for a paper clip, thern
will be a hard core of about 10-
12 commonplace answors that
almost everyone will thaink of
This might be classified as mun-
dane creativity, However, there
will always be some people who
will seo beyond these and coma
up with ideas that no-one alse
has considered. Those who do
thiz stand out as creative.

How good is the standard in
the Mind Sports Olympiad
Creativity Championship?
Exceptional. Some of the an-
swers that arve produced are
guile astounding. Fach round
lasts just hall an hour and to oot
only come wp with highly origi-
nal ideas, but also to lormulate
them into a cohersnt arpument
and oceasionally even draw up
designs in such a short time is

exlraordinary. Maost of the time
creativity works by confronting a
question and then going away
and thinking about it. To be able
to perform eflfeclively under
exam conditions is very Hpres-
sive. A gquestion that worked
vary well this year was to sug-
gest a vedesign for the human
body. Common responses in-
cluded such thing elements as
incorporating an extra arm or an
eve in the back of the head.
Howevor, the most impressive
replies did not just linker with
Lhe existing bodily structure,
they gave it a complete and radi-
cal overhaul.

Can you identify people in
the public eve who you re-
gard as highly ereative?

This 1z a very difficult question,
as crealivily in one feld does not
necessarily mmply an all round
ereative approach to life. For
example although Mozart was
fantastically ereative at music,
you could argue that if he weore
truly creative in a broad sense,
he might have regarded music as
boo limiling 4 career Lo pursue.
Is creativity siifled in con-
Lemporary society?

There is an element, of this. Wa
are born creative but growing up
iz essentially @ limiting proce-
dure. Children have the ability
to entertain alternative realitios
(e Lo believe 1n Santa Claus or
the Looth fairy, wlile simullane-
ously ‘knowing’ that they don't
exist) but society places pres-
suras on them to conform, Life is
alsn easior if you conform. Much
of society is based on cultural
seripls — society lays down rules
Lthal il expecls olhers Lo live by,
Everything becomes rouline and
life encourages people to fall into
this mode which is, unfortu-
nately, thoroughly stifling to
creativity.
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Day Four Medal Winners

Abalone

1 G. Schneider (Austria)  gold

2 M. Tastetl (T'rance) silver
3 <l Stastna (Czech Rep.) bronze
Bridge for Beginners

1 D Pearce (England) gold

2 P. Wood (England) silvor
3 1. de Toffoli (Italy) bronze
Bridge Multiple Teams

1 A Robson (England)

M. Courlney (Australia)

2. Evichson (Norway)

D. Bakhshi (England)  gold
2 M. Sandguist (Sweden)

R. Cliffe (England)

8. Bolbrand (Sweden)

L. Albertsson (Sweden) silver
3  R.van Tol (Holland)

C. Muller (Holland)

T, Nnando (England)

DBharal (England)
Decamentathlon World Ch

bronze

1 P. Emith (England) gald
2 K. Loveys (England) silver
3 E. Cali (Francs)
Entropy World Ch

Lronee

Medal Table after Day Four Today's Events

{; 5 B Tot Backgammon.............. pm/eve
England 34 35 33 102 Bridge for Baginnars.,........am
USA 2 1 0 & Bridge Pairs ... am/pm
France 1 2 1 4 ol MSO Mast /
Holland > 5 3 i ? weas M _aa ers .. pmleve
China 1 1 0 9 Chess Qlympiad Ch.,......... am
Japan 1 1 0 5 Chess 25-minute ... eve
Puerto Rico 1 1 0 2 Chinese Chess ... am/pm
Austiria L 0 I 2 CountdoWn ......coovvviieerinneas pm
Jamaica 1 U 1 2 :
Scotland i 0 i 9 DJ.auq-?th:s 10x10 Rap:ld ...... pm
Australia » 0 0 1 Intelligence World Ch....... 4m
Belgium 1 0 o 1 Japanese Chess_............... am
Germany 1 0 ] 1 Lines of Action ... pm
Korea 1 0 0 1 Othello Olympiad Ch........ pm
Norway 1 0 0 1 ERRBRVE. oo v ove
Sweden 0 3 i 3 Ow Bagi ;
Laracl i p 1 2 mm‘er SINErS ..., smfpm
Nigeria 0 1 1 2 Poker 5:.Card Deaw Lowball am
Grenada 1] 1 0 1 Bummikul..oe am/pm
Czech Hep. 0 0 2 2 Scrabble Weekday. ..o, ETi
;ll,aly 0 0 ! 1 Serabble Evening ... eV

atvia 0 0 1 1 ey
[wrint g [+ L0 | FET——
Lithuania 0 0 1 1 e okl L e
Wales ] 1] 1 1
Olympiad News Team

www.msoworld.com

1 (% Hassabis (England) gold

2 D. Hassahbis (England)  silver
3 D Pearce (England)
Entropy World Junior Ch

hronze

1 . Hassabis (Enpland) wold
2  T. Hebbes (England) gilver

3 C. Harris (England) bronze
Mastermind

1 I Daclemans (Belgiom) gold

2 R.Coull (England) ailver
3 5. Rowe (Enpland) bronze
Mastermind Junior

1 T. Niceoli (England) pold
2 . Gholap (England) silver
Poker Canadian Stud

1 J. Clark (England) wold

2  C. Harris (England) allver
3 G. Hassabis (England) bronze
Poker Canadian Stud Junior

1 . Harris (England) zold
2 G, Hassabis (England) silver
3 T.Niccoli (England)

bronze

To coincide with the Thivd Mind
Sports Olympiad we are delighted to
announce the launch of & very much
upgraded web site, The address is
hittp:fwww msoworld.com/

When you visil Lhe new sile you
will find, amongst other things, that
you can play othor users at ap-
proximately 60 differenl games from
=ix different game categovies, These
pames are [om the Fillions of
Games' collection and we are de:
lighted to be warking with Zillions
Development Corporation on  the
creation of Lhe site. Using the site is
absolitely free!

Other foatures of the new site in-
clude a Mind Sports ‘webzine” which
will bring you news and fealure ar-
ticles, regularly updated. Qur news
editor 18 Jonalhan Tisdzll, an Inter-
national Grandmaster at Chess and
a professional Mind Sporvts journal-
ist. {Please send him news and arta-
cles to: jtisdall@usa.net),

Editor: Jon Tisdall
Production: Byron Jacohs
and Andrew Kinsman
(Hirst BEank Publishing)

Mind Sports Olympiad

PO Box 13358,

London NWE HFB

Tel: Q1707 655080

Fox- 01707 661160

http: e msoworld.com /
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Memory is e lreasury
and guardian of afl
enowledge. — Cleero
(BC 106-43)

Our Man in Korea

Recently there have been some sul-
tle changes in the workings of the
Mind Sports Olympiad; but if the
organmizers of Lthe evenl have Lheir
way, Lhe lremors Lhey creale will be
felt around the world, The WMZ0 is
now tun by Mind Sports Ovganisa-
Livn Worldwide Lid., which should
give an indication of inereasing am-
bitions. (Mympiod News spoke to
Jae Young Kim, who headed the
first regional MS0 event in Scoul.

Kim hides abundanl enthusiasm
and a locrent of ideas behind & calin
and soft-spoken exterior, His first
event, the ‘Pro-Olympiad’ attracted
4,000 players and 17 000 spectators,
amazing Opures [or what was in
many respects a lesl run. If he
managss to implemenl just & loace-
tion of hiz ideas for the upcoming
frst Korecan MSO and then the
Auian Repional Mind Sports Olym-
piad, the sky s the Iimnal.

Cne of the succesalul fealures of
the Seoulevent was the wnclusion of
computer games. For example, the
popular Korean game Windy City
dallracled 3,000 entries within hours
of 1ts announced inclusion and Kim
had to turn many enthusiasts away.
The winners of the more classical
events from Seoul will arrive to Lest
their skills in London today,

Are commpuler pames the seoret fo
bigprer and belter MS50s, or 15 the
Asgian region parlicularly recoptivo
Lo the whole ides of mental slalls as
a worthy and stimulaling pastime?
The impression so far 1s — both.

Computer games can qualily as
ME0 events if they meet the criteria
of over 50% mental skill from play-
ers — they cannol rely on chanee or
quick reflexes. The M30 has not
come to a conclusion on ils policy as

yet, but it will be hard Lo resist Lhe
potential drawing power thal suil-
able computor games could provide,

The Easl-West MS( connection
springs from the successful union of
Tony Buzan's feaching and Kim's
cultural reinterpretation of Tony's
books, He has translated the Buzan
books Mind Mopping and Use Your
Head, combined them, localised
them with Korean examples, and
then let them loose. The result:
Over one million copies sold over
[ive wvears, and about 10% of the
population familiar with Lhe theo-
ries, Mind Mapping has been
adopted by the National Teachers
Training agency and 40,000 teach-
ers have learnt the technique, ‘In
Korea, and I suppose Japan and
China as well, we are very eager [or
new cduecational methods — i they
male good sense they are very eas-
ily secepled,’ m says.

The Mimstry of Dducation and
the Mimstry of Culture and ‘l'our-
ism have both sanclioned the MSO
itorea initiatives, and a [irst prize al
the closed Kovean events awarded
special points towards a university
educstion, a tremendous enticement
i # counlry where competition for
umiversity places 1s ferocious.

With this kind of backeround it 1=
hardly surprising that the MS3O0
concept has a fervent new disciple,
and Kim hopes to sipn on major
software companies from Ching and
Jdapan to finance futore compeii-
tions in the region.

And this s just the start — the
Bahraim Dama delegation iz also on
an international mission. Plans are
alveady afoot to stage the Orst Arab
regional MS0O under the auspices of
like-minded organizers in Bahrain,
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Word Breaks

Nothing can distract a Mind
Sporta player in full Jow, Earher
this week in the Serabble tour-
nament, one excited player wrig-
gled so much during a tense
pame that Lhe legs fell off his
chair and he collapsed to the
floor. Like truc compotitors, Lhe
players on adjacent tables con-
tinued their game as it nothing
untoward had happened.

Marathon Men

Two Mind Sports starvs at this
year's Olympiad seem fo be wvy-
ing to see who can compete in
the most events — and their ded-
ication to the cause 1s starling to
tuke its toll Demis Hasgsahis,
last year's Pentamind Champion
and possibly the most versatile
games player al the eveni, is
competing virtually non-stop. On
Tuosday, he was spotied asleep
in the foyer and fesrs Lhal his
hectic schedule mipht bhe wear-
ing him oul were confirmed later
that day in the Entropy event.
Playing the deciding malch
against his brother Georpe, De-
mis blundered in a winning posi-
tion on the very last move of the
game, and thus allowed a gold
medal Lo slip through his fingera.

Meanwhile, the popular chess
grandmaster Julian Hodgson,
attending the M30O as the newly
ervwmed British Chess Cham-
piom, is attempting to play in no
lezs than ten chess events. This
achedule means he will have Lo
play a total of over 100 games.

MSO Title Awards

Yesterday, in round cight of the
Olvmpiad Championship, almost
exacthy hallway through his gru-
elling schedule, he reached the
following position  as  DBlack
apainst GM Keith Arkell.

? ﬁ 7

m o moE
B

?ﬁ.‘f y} %@g} :

Black to Play

Here Black, although a pawn
up, has some difficultics associ-
aled with hiz stranded rook on
h4. Julisn confidently picked up
his quesn and was about to place
il on o, when he realised Lo his
horror that White was Lhireaten-
ing to take Lthe pawn on {7 with
check. Undaunted, he veplaced
the gueen on b6 and took an-
olher look. He then picked. up
the queon again and Llried his
luck on g6. Jusl as e was about
to remove his hand he realised
thal Lhis move would also prove
disastrous as White could meel 1
. Bg6 with 2 Rxf7! Qx07 3 Bet
winning the queen.

Julisn, now [irmly committed
to adopling the trial and error
method of making a move mosl
often smployed by complete be-
ginners, yel again replaced the

quecn on b, However, by this
time both he, his opponent and
the onlookers were unable to
contain their laughler any more.
Julinn fnally pathered himself
togelher and exchanged queens
on b3, Not surprisingly, he was
unahle to recover his eqguilibrinm
and eventually losl the endgame.

Buzan on the Brain

Today Tony Buzan, best-selling
author and invenlor of Mind
Mapping™, will be giving a lec-
ture al 1:30 pm in the Audito-
rium. He will explore corvenl
thinking on the human brain
and his tall will be accompanied
by a mind-expanding video.

Man vs. Machine IV

In today’s fourth round of Lhe
Man wa. Machine Challenge,
John DBroomfleld, the 1998 Brit-
ish Backgammon Champion, 1z
playing the leading artificial in-
telligonee software program Jel-
Iyfizsh, developed by Fredrik
Diahl of Norway. The duel takes
place on level 2 at 10:00 am.

The power of the human brain
was confirmed yel again vester-
day in the Othello match be-
tween Lhe super-program Logis-
tello and the duo of Kenta Toma-
naga (current Meijin) and Ma-
koto Suckuni, the 1997 World
Champion. The program won tho
first game, but the team earned
a draw in the rematch. This is
the lirst time that the program
has failed to overcome morlal
opposilion for saveral yoavs.

Congratulations are due Lo the following who have
achisved MSO tilles in the last few days.

Grandmaster Awards

Paul Smith (England) Decamentathlon

International Master Awards

Su Burn (England) Bridge Team Ch

Phil King {(England) Bridge Team Ch

Tom Townsend (England) Bridge Team Ch
Nick Sandguist (Sweden) Bridge Team Ch
Woo Wei Cheuny (Ching) Chinese Chess
Angus Walker (Scolland) Intalligence

Mark Tastet (France) Abalone

Keith Loveys (England) Decamentalhlon
Robert Coull (England) Mastermind
Peter Horlock (England) Entropy

Candidate Master Awards

Demis Hassabis (ngland) Decamentathlom
David Pearee (England) Entropy
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Dominic O’Brien, International Man of Memory

Last yoar's Mind Sports Olympiad was all tha poorer for the absence of the five-times World Memory Cham-
pion Dominie O'Brien. This year he is back and determined to regain a title that, over the past few years, has
come Lo be regarded by many as his private property.

What have you been working
on recently?

COwver the past few months | have
Lieen training for this year's
Memory Skills event and have
also become involved with the
Alpha Learning Institute. In s
way these two activites overlap
as Lhey are primarily concerned
with braun training and Lhis 1s
obviously an area in which [
have an intorest.

One of the crucial qualities for
a competitor in a World Memory
Championship 18 concentration.
We are all familiar with the
Lechnigues used for memorisa-
tion — journeys, visual represen-
tations ele. — but improving con-
centration is a less explored area
as it is more difficult to practice,
This 18 where Alphs Learning
and their machine, Brainwave 1,
come in. The equipment was de-
veloped by Sean Adam who, in-
cidentally, holds Lhe world ro-
covd for Speed Reading.

The purposa of Brainwave 1 is
Lo train the brain to work al the
frequency, belween seven and
eight cveles a second, where con-
centralion is at ils best. The
brain stales that can be achieved
using the cquipment are typical
ol those which arise after pro-
longed periods of meditation.
However, rather than taking 30
years of disciplined practice,
Brainwave 1 allows you to
achieve thiz quickly and easily.
How did you become inter-
osted 1n this?

I was attracted to this idea be-
cause the equipment was origi-
nally designed to make people
smarler. However, 1l was soon
realised that it can also be used
to repair forms of brain damage
such as dyslexia. Having suf-
fored from dyslexia as a child
this naturally piqued my inter-
eal. Intereatingly, some olther
memory champions have had
problems with dyslexia and par-

haps overcoming dyslexia 18
whal has sparked us to rezearch
how to improve our memaries,
Twao of the symptoms of dys-
lexia are poor concentralion and
a bad memory, both of which |
asufferad from at school, T have
obwiously managed to inprove
my memory greally, and now I
am foeusing on concentration.
What else do you do to pre-
pare for memory evenis?
T take ginkgo biloba, a plant ex-
Lracl which greally aids blood
circulation. For any Mind Sport
you nead to channel as much
Elood, and thus oxyeen, to the
brain as posaible. Ginghko biloba
helps to achieve this by dilating
the blood vessels, T also keep 0L
by running and do my normal
MEemory cxercises - practising
with packs of playing cards and
a computer program I have de-
veloped.
Will we see memory records
tumble this vear?
T am oplimistic that many of the
current records can be broken.
For example, the compelition
record for a pack of cards 1 34
seconds and my personal best
(not in competition) is 27.5 sec-
ands. There are also other tar-
gels which [ feel are achievable.
What do you know about the
entry for this year's event?
I belisve that there is quite a
cosmopnolitan field with entrants
[rom Turkey, South Africa, the
Czech Republic and Malaysia.
However, [ suspect that the
evenl may turn into a two-horse
race hetween mysell and Andi
Bell, last year's winner,
Iz your memory siill improv-
ing?
Yes. I have won the World Mew-
ory Championship on five ocea-
sions, and as [ am now 42, it has
been supgested that T might con-
sider retivement. However, ] am
still improving every year and |
gee N0 reason to stop just yet.

What is your favourite event?
I like the spoken number, Itisa
double-edged event as you have
Lo aim for a score of 2004, but, 1t
is poasible to blow out with just
threa or four numbers, As il oc-
curs towards the end of the com-
petition, an element of strategy
comes 1n as yvou have to decide
whether to “go for it’ and tey for a
big scove, or play safie.

What are your plans over the
nexi few months?

I am writing a book, Learn to
Remember, soon to be publhished
by Duncan Baird. It is not par-
ticularly detailed on actual mem-
ory systems — | have covered
these in deplh in earlier books
bul will concentrate on how to
cxploit an improved memory,
&.g. how to relax. T am also work-
ing on & Blackjack video course
and will be running Blackjack
master classes in Las Vepas. It
is a [ascinaling experiment. Weo
will be taking 45 people out for a
one-woek course, and Lhen see-
ing how they gel on.

The schedile for the Memory
Championship is as follows:

Day One (Thursday)

1. Omne hour numbers

. Poem — 15 mins

. Names and faces — 16 mins
. Binary numbers — 30 mins
. Random words — 15 mins
Day Two (Friday)

6. One hour cards

7. Speed numbers — {ive mins
. Spoken number

9. Speed cards

[ =T R

Also at the MB0 on Saturday
afternoon the South Aflrican
memory slar Kevin Horsley will
be making an attempt on Philip
Bond’s I'1t matrix world record,
which currently stands af 53
minutes to recall 50 proups of
five numbers om Lhe 10,000
possible sequences.
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Day Five Medal Winners

Bridge for Beginners (Wed) Medal Table after Day Five Today’s Events
Fl iy Mmfd HEF ranok} g.r_;ld G 5 E Tot Backgammon......ccoce.. pmfeve
2 BITall ety b England 41 41 41 123 Bridge for Beginnera...._. am
4 L. Broomfield (England) bronzo USA 4 1 0 5 : :

: : Bridge Pairs ..ooovcienene am/pm
Bridge for Beginners Junior (Wed) France 3 3 1 7 . :

; Bridge Open Pairs......... pm
1 5. Moed (France) gold Germany = 0 1 3
1 8 d (K ] ! P 1 9 0 3 Chesa MS0 Masters .. pm/eve
‘2. R, Wnrlr%mgham (E‘J“g} silver Holland 1 i 3 5 Chess Olympiad Ch ..........am
3 1. Waddingham (Eng) bronze China 1 1 0 3 Chess 25-minute . v
Chess Evenings (Mon/Tue) Austria 1 1 1 3 Chinese Chessa............. amipm
1= J. Hodgson (England) gold gzii‘:‘f%im : : g 3 Draughts 10%10 Rapid......pm
1= J. Emms (England) gold .lnn-lalinn 1 0 i 3 Draughts 8x8 DBeginners . pm
3 M. Heb.den (En.g!and} branze Seotland 1 0 1 g Go 19419 Olympiad Ch.amfpm
Chess Evenings Junior (Mon/Tue) Australia 1 0 0 1 Intelligence World Ch.......am
1 D. Tan (England) eold Belgium 1 0 0 1 Lines of Action ............... pm
2 M. Voracek (Czech Rep) silver Korea 1 0 0 1 Memory Skilla ... am/pm
3 M. Broomfield (Eng) bronze | NOTWay 10 0 1 Othello Olympiad Ch........pm
Ch Pan-Atlantic Ch Sweden 0 3 0 3 A

Japanese 855 Fan-Atlantic Taruel o 7 1 g AP o ks e S BV
1 L. Kaulman (TISA) gold Czech Rep. O 1 2 5 Paker Omaha .....ovviiveenenns am
2 8 Lamb (England) ailver Nigeria 0 1 1 2 Serabble Weekday .. am
3 H. Segers (Holland) bronze Dom. Rep. 0 1 0 1 Stratego World Ch............ pun
Japanese Chess Pan-Atlantic Ch Jor ﬁ]:i*;a 3 g : : Zatre Olympiad Ch .....am/pm
| R. Kaulman (USA) prold l.atvia 0 ] 1 1
2 H. Tatsutomi (Japan) silver Lithuania 0 0 1 1 Olympiad News Team
Mental Calculations World Ch Wales o 0 1 1

1 . Lane (England) pold

2 R Fountain (England)  silver
3 T. Groves (England) brones
Oware Under-18

vww.msoworld.com

1 . Davis (Grenada) gold
2 K Lemuel (Dom. Rep.) silver

3  W.DBonti (Ghana) bronze
Poker 5-Card Draw Lowball
1 G Lee (England) gold

2 M. Wellby (England) silver
3 C.Vaz (England) bronze
Poker 5-Card Draw Lowball Junior

1 G. Niceoli (England) gold
2 T. Nigeoli (England) silver
3 C. Harriz (England)
Rummikub

bronzec

1 J. Heppell (England)  gold

2  D. Hassabis (England) silver
3 A. Haghshenas (Eng) bronze
Twixt World Championship

1 K. Hussmanns {(Ger) guld
2 (. Schneider (Austria)  silver
3 1L Thordsen (Germany) bronee

To coincide with the Third Mind
Sports Olympiad we are delighted to
announce Lhe launch of a very much
upgraded web sile. The address is:
httpfiwww. msoworld.com/

When vou visil the new site you
will find, amongst other things, that
you can play other wsers at ap-
proximately 50 differenl games from
six different game categories. These
games aro from the “Zillions of
Games' collection and wo are de-
lighted Lo be working with Zillions
Development Corporalion on Lhe
creation of the site, Using the sile 15
absalutely free!

Other featurcs of the new site in-
clude a Mind Sports "webzine” which
will bring you news and feature ar-
ticles, repularly updated. Our news
editor is Jonathan Tisdall, an Inler-
national Grandmaster al Chess and
a profossional Mind Sports journal-
ist. (Please send him news and arti-
cles Lo jlisdall@usa net).

Editor: Jon Tisdall
Production: Byron Jacobs
and Andrew Kinsman
{(First Rank Publishing)

Mind Sports Olympiad

P Box 13388,

Londan NW3 SFR

Tel- 01707 659080

Fax: 01707 661160

hitp:/ S, msotwarld.com /
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The three things thal en-
rich gening arve conlent-
rieent of nind, the cherish-
ing of good thoughts, and
exercizing the memory, —
Hobert Southey 1774-
1843

Generation Game

This year's World Memory Champi-
onship is certainly Lving up Lo ex-
pectations that it will be one of the
most exciting events of the whole
Mind Sporls Olympiad. The contest
was billed as a ballle belween five-
times winner Dominic O'Brien and
the reigning champion, Andi Bell
Howeover, these two memory stars
were eclipsed in the carly exchanges
by ihe relatively unknown young
American, Zhang Yu, who had raced
intn a shock lead after four of Lhe
nine rounds.

Zhang took a silver meds] at what
inziders called a rather weak na-
tional champiomship. However, he
has since been studying hard under
the wing of Frank Felberbaum, one
of the frsl memory legends in the
USA, and this partnership iz bogin-
ning to bear fruit,

Az the first day reached ils eon-
clusion, championship experience
began Lo tell O'DBrien nover finished
below third in any event, and when
he took his first top placing, in the
day’s final event, random words, it
was enough to edge him in fronl of
Zhang. The young American had
earlier achieved two first places and
two seconds, including the shatter-
g of a world record. In the binary
digita round he recalled an amazing
2745 digits, beating Lhe previous
best by 360,

Nowever, Yhang’s indifferent re-
sull of & ninth place in the filth and
final evenl of Llhe day allowed
(YHrien to slip past, With (YBrien
and Bell requesting far more decks
in Lthe one-hour cards Lomorrow,
they seem determined to pul some
distance belween themselves and
the upstarl Zhang, who looks cer-
tain to lake Lhe junior gold if not a

senior medal.

The rivalry between Bell and
O'Brien has produced some fantastic
contests in the pasl, Their most ro-
eent duel, in 1997, was simply awe-
asome, with world records falling in
virtually every ovent, and several
double world records were set. That
year Bell Onally crashed out when
he lost concentralion and actually
left the room during an event. Ile
had been trying to clear his head
from his exerltions in the previous
disciplineg and swldenly realized
that by wandering out he had for-
feited his chances.

{¥Brien, who was unable to com-
pete lasl year, Lold Olympiod News
that he was having trouble getting
his old chythm back, which would
perhaps explain his slow start to the
competition. A third place in Che
first event, the one-hour numbers,
was well below his usual standard,

Meanwhile, Bell savs his physical
condition is better than ever, and he
has beoen working on his consis.
tency. e has had a reputation for
being reckless, often taking an all-
or-nothing  approach m search of
smashing a1 world record,  Con-
versely O'Brien tends to be steady,
trying to balance what he fecls to be
his own limitations while still push-
ing for ever hetter scores. Bell says
that he will try to be more stablo
this year.

Elsewhere in the competition, an-
olher lraiming partnership is also
proving its worlh. Twelve-vear-ald
Christiane Stenger, one of several
pupils of fellow compelilor Cunter
Karsten, porformed very slrongly on
Lthe [Orst day and has lefi the
Women's World Momery Champion,
Sue Whiling, far behind.
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Man vs. Machine V — The Sting

Today's fifth and final Man vs,
Machine challenge pits Mark
Nyman againsi a top Scrahble
program. The match lakes place
al 3:00 pm on level 2. (Sec oppo-
site for more delails.)

Arbiter Michael Crane reports
that the computer trinmphed in
the fourth Man ws. Machine
duel. John Broombeld, the 1998
British Backgammon Champion,
failed in his bid to beal Lthe neu-
ral net program Jellyfsh. In a
best of three contesl, John won
the first match. However, Jelly-
fish stung back, narrowly win-
ning the second match and then
pxtending its tenlacle-like grip
on proceedings by taking the
third and decisive match.

Friendly Seoul

the order of the day. Both the
ambassader and the delegates
received apacial gold medals in
honour of the Grsl regional M50
ovent.

Terhaps the most impressive
champion was the Othello repre-
sentative, who is blind. The Go
logend Cho Hoon-hyun 9-dan
showed his artistic versatility,
presenting & special plate with
hand painted calligraphy (which,
alone with G, 15 one of the four
greal arts in Korea) fo the aw-
bassador and Lo Tony Buzan.

Abalone Rules

Records Broken

(in Thursday morning the M3O
I attendance record was bro-
ken wet again, There are now
over 3,400 entrics from the G4
participating nations. Reprosen-
tatives from 78 countries have
now taken parl in the Mind
Sports Olympiad sinee its incep-
Lion in 1997,

Dama Drama

The Korean ambassador to the
LI, My Sung Hong Choi, arrived
today with the competitors whe
gualified for a free trip to MSO
M from the MSO Seoul Games.
Cift-giving and  gondwill were

The top players of MS0O disci-
pline Abalone have taken ‘dras-
tie action’ in order to protecl and
invigorato Lheir game. A petition
[rom top playvers and presented
hy the arbiter of the M30 World
(‘hampionship has set forth a
new starting position in order to
avoird the pussible problem of a
foveed deaw. The group hope
thal their supgpested amend-
ments will become the standard
rules for Lille tournaments.

Scrabble Competition

An obzervant ltalian participant
has informed Clymepiod News
thal (perhaps mol surprisingly)
the issuc of names in Lhe
Draughts world is even Lrickier
than mentioned in the [ront page
article in issuc 4, Discovering
Dama.

Diama is nol just the oxisting
Ttalian name for Draughts — il ia
alzo the name for both 8x8 (with
spoeial Italian rules, of convse)
and 10x10 (which Lhey call ‘in-
ternational Draughts’ to reduce
confusion). The (Mympiad News
team anticipate more Dama
drama in the dayvs ahead ...

The 24 words below were played and challenged during the Olympiad Serahble towrnaments. Soime of them
are allowed only by the English reference book (O5W), some are allowed onfy by the American reference book
(OSPDY, some arc allowed by both relerence booki (SOWPODS) and some are not allowed at all (NIX). Cuess
which is which and enter the competition. Entries should be submitted to Lhe Registration Desk by 10:00 am
on Sunday 29 Augusl. The first correct (or the most accurate) answer drawn by Lady Mary Tovey at 2:30 pm
on Sunday 29 August will win a deluxe Serabble set.

Word OSW | OSPD | SOWPODS | NIX Word OSW | OSPD | SOWPQODS | NIX
Amateurly Oncomice

Anlrorse - | | Oneriest

| Beleed Oxgate

*het Oxo N
Dadoing Pivana

| Interrex  Quonks

Tther | | Rawings

Justle Hawins

| Liplines Beimetar

Moirai _ | | Bermion

Ohulia Sextate

| Omenta | Vaudoo |

N I s sk g e S M M R
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Countdown to the

next Millennium

Today Mark Nyman continues the series of Man vs. Machine clashes when he takes on the strongest Scrab-
ble program around — PC Serabble UK. In previous battles between these two, Mark has won five limes from
nine games — a0 the result is too close Lo call. He is hest known for his work as preducer of the very popular
Channel 4 programme Countdowr, for which he has been holding auditions al the M50,

How do the top computers
compare with the best hu-
man players?
Itz very close at the moment.
The main advantage that com-
pulers have 13 that they will
never miss any seven leller word
that will generate a 50 point ho-
nus, The top players are
slyonger at the stratepy of the
game, both in lerms of prevenl-
ing opporlunities for their appo-
nent and keeping a good balance
ol tiles on their rack. Although
computers can do this Lo a cer-
tain extent, they tend to foous on
making the bast possible scora
on each turn.
There are two different ver-
sions of Serabble, which rely
on different dictionaries.
Does this not make life
rather difficult?
Yes, it does. In Lhe pastl all tour-
naments in England used the
Chambers dictionary, firom
which the hist of Official Serabble
Wards (0SW) was defined. How-
aver, Lhe World Championship
uzes Websters dictionary and
the Official Serahble Players
Dicltionary (OSSP

Ta add to the confusion,
international evenls combine the
two dictionaries, and this Lisl 1s
lenown as SOWDPODS — an amal-
gamation of the other two acro-
nyms. 1t is very difficult to re-
memher axactly which words arc
inwhich lists, and the variations
between them are aclually quite
extonsive.
How have yvou been prepar-
ing for the M50 Scrahble
event?
I have been concontrating on
learning more five letter words.
Although the lwo and Lhree lel-
ter words are crucial, all strong
players have masterad theso,
while the seven and eight letter
words are also well known as

they are obviously essential for
maling 50 poinl bonus scores.
Personally, I aun good on four
letler words, so | have been try-
ing Lo make my game more solid
by improving my knowledge of
five letter words. It secms Lo
have paid off as T have so far
seored 27 wins from 33 matches,
which is my heat ever rafio.
How many two and three let-
ter words are there?
There are probably aboul 40
Lwo-letter words which are not
generally known. In the case of
three letter words, I think there
are around 1,000, of which aboul
500 are in everyday use,
When is your next big event?
I am playing in the World
Serabble Championghips in Mel-
bourne in November. [ will be
one ol 12 Enghish representa-
Lives, Besides myself, David
Wehbb, Phil Appleby and Femi
Awowade are competing both in
Melbourne and at Lhe MSO. Our
main competition will probably
come from the American contin-
gent. The top English and
American players ave probably
about the same but America has
alighily more strength in depth
Is there a ranking list in
Scrabble?
Yesg, it is basad upon the chess

ranking list and waorks very well.

| am currently rated avound 4th
or 5th in Lhe country. It is a pity
Lhal this evenl is nol rated as 1
am plaving well here and 1L
would boost my ranking.

Was there an uproar when
Countdown was taken off air
earlier this year to make way
for the cricket coverage?

Yes, Channel 4 received quite a
number of complaints, though
fortunately it doesn’l appear to
have affected our viewing fip-
ures. We attract a solid audience
af belween Lhree and four mal-

Lion (with small seasonal varia-
tions) which we hope will hold
out for the remainder of our con-
tract, which runs until 2004, By
Lhen we will have put out over
3,800 shows, We also have plans
for a Millennium night. special
featuring a big champions’ final.
You did a celebrity version of
Countdown last year. Was it a
success?

Yes it was. Viewing figures wers
reasonable, but it was not as
well received as the afternoon
show. Our audience is very loval
and they don’t like to see con-
testants who are not so good at
the game. We did a series of
eight shows with two celebrities
por programme. Most of them
were good but Lhey were not
guibe up to the standard of Lhe
afternoon show competitors, all
of whom have to go through a
rigorous qualification process.
Who were the best players
amongst the celebrities?

The comedienne <o Brand was
the very good, while playwright
Arthur Smith snd journalist
Alan Coren also perlormed well
However, the newly elecled
leader of the Liberal Democrats,
Charles Kennedy, struggled a
little with the numbers. All of
the celebrities were good sports,
although we were worried that
one or bwo might sneak off after
rehearsals when they realised
how difficult the pame can be!
Do you have celebrity fans?
Apparently Prince William is
very keen. At a recent parden
party he was overheard saying
that he had to go inside as
Countdown was about to start!
We also once had Sir Anthony
Mopking ring up to complain
aboul a word that he belicved
should not have been. Unfortu-
nately, we couldn’t persuade him
to appear on the programme,
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Day Six Medal Winners

Today’s Events

Bridge for Beginners (Thur) Poker Omaha Junior
1 ) Goldsmith (England) gold 1 (3. Hassabis (England) gold
2 J. Moed (France) silver 2  C. Harris (England) silver
3 8. Moed (France) bronze 3 G Niceoli (England) bronze
Bridge Mixed Pairs Scrabble Evening Beginners
1 A Thompson (England) 1 1), White (England} gald
5. Fenton (England) gold 2 D, Holloway (England) silver
2 B, Gross (England) 3 P Kelly (Wales) bronze
B. Senior (England) gilver Scrabble Evening Junior Beginners
3 R Samani (England) 1 T Hebbes (England)  pold
M. Samani (England)  hronze 2 A Dixzon (England) silver
Bridge Open Pairs 3 R. Gholap (England)  bronge
1 T. To (England) Scrabble Evening (SOWPODS)
R. Rowlands (England) gold 1 M. Nyman (England)  gold
2 J. Bochsler (England) 2 F.Awowade (Nigeria) silver
J. Durden (England) gilver 3 A Saldanha (England) bronze
3 i'];'l . gnll:li {{Eng}h m:}} . Serabble Evening (OSW)
e NG E ARG it 1 A Killilea (England)  gold
Bridge Pairs’ Championship 2 J Mcleod {Engianrﬁ} e
1 U Durmus (England) 3 P. Dean (England) bronge
E. Erichsen (3weden) gold

2  Z Mahmoud (Takistan) ;
P. Chemla (Prance) i Medal Table after Day Six

3 T.Townsend (England) G g B Tot
R.Sheehan (England) bronze | pngland 53 50 53 156

Chinese Chess Olympiad Championship

1 W-C. Woo (France) gold

2  5.T. Hua (France) silver
3 . Li(Scotland) bronzo
Draughts 828 Beginners

1 C. Bell (France) gold

2 A, Goss (England) silvar

3 M. Durdyev (Turk'istan) bronze
Draughts 10x10 Rapid

1  H. Wiersma (Holland) gold

2 A Georgiev (Russia) silver
3 R Clere (Holland) bronze
Lines of Action World Championship

1 F. Kok (Holland) gaold

2 L. Cali (France) zilver
3 . Miller (England) bronze
Othello Olymplad Championship

1 M. Suckuni (Japan) gold

2 K Tominaga (Japan)  silver
3  T.Miyaoka (Japan) bronze

Othello Olympiad Junior Ch

1 T. Krzywonos (Canada) gold

2 B. Shifman (lsracl) silver
3 J. Lutton {(England) bronze
Poker Omaha

1 (. Hassahis (England) gold

2 J. Buller (Ireland) gilver
3 3. de Toffoli (Italy) hronze

France
USA
Holland
Japan
Germany
Sweden
Anstria
China
Grenada
TPuerto Rico
Seotland
Jdamaica
Australia
Belgium
Canada
Korea
Norway
Israel
Nigeria
Czech Rep.
Dom. Hep.
Ireland
Pakistan
Russia
Italy
Wales
Ghana
Latvia
Lithuania
Turk'istan
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Backgammon........ prnfeve
Bridgze Ladies’ Pairs.......... ave
Bridpe Men's Pairs............ oV
Bridge Seniors’ Pairs........ By
Bridge Novices’ Pairs........eve
Chesa MSO Masters . pmiove
Chess Mympiad Ch.......... AIN

Chinese Chess Euro Cham/pm
Draughts 10210 Blitz..___pm
Draughts 8x8....ccccvieeens am/fpm

30 19%19 Olympiad Ch.am/pm

Intellipence World Ch.......am
Memory Skills....oeeees am/pm
Othello 5-minute ... am
8 1T R N T A e ove
Poker 7-Card Siud............. am
Scrabble Weekday.......am

Stratego World Ch ... am/pin
Zatro Olympiad Ch.....amfpm

Olympiad News Team

Hditor: Jon Tisdall
Production: Byron Jacobs
and Andrew Kinsman
(First Rank Publishing)
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Life 15 [ike a game of
cards. The hand thal s
dealt vou represents de-
lerminian; e oy you
play it is free will, —
Jawaharial Nehru 1889-
1964

Bob, Bobby and Che

Mot only the playvers al the Mind
Sports Olympiad are giants in their
field. In fact, a small, soft-spoken
and extremely modest arbiter with
an impish smile packs one of the
most  impressive resumés of the
whaole event. Hob Wade, presiding
over the Chinese snd Japancse
Chess  lowrnsunents, received an
OBE in 1979 for serviees Lo Cliess,
fitting recognition for a long and
fascinating caveer. Describing him-
self wryly as ‘well past retiromont
ape’, he remains a [ull-lime Chess
professional,

Boh came tn England from New
Zealand in 1948 and has never re-
Lurned home (IUs (oo far'). Amaz-
ingly, Chess has always been his
livelihood. “Bomehow [ managed Lo
survive. Survive is the word. I[T had
to explain how | did it. 1'd never be
able to.' he smiles.

The life of & Chess pro has nover
been easy, and in many respocts
Bob had to invent work. In the
19505 he began publishing lourna-
ment. bulletins {*l suppose you conld
say I started Lhe information boom,
but the Russians were alroady at
it’), tavght Chess to players of all
agos and levels, and was named
Chief Trainer for England, a post he
stall holds. ITe has served on world
body TIDE's committees for 50
years. And he was a strong player of
course — champion in his homeland
three times, and British Champion
twice.

As one of the first Cheas informsa-
Lion brokers, Bob built up a [abled
lLibrary and his (sl became a Mecea
for players and writers. He helpod
the legendary Bobby TFischer pre.
pare for all of his matches — the sue-
cessful world title campaipn in the

19705, Lthe unplayved defonee against
Karpov in 1975, even his comchack
against Spassky n 1992, T think
Fischer always trusted me. We pol
on very well, after all | have drawn
wilh hum,” he explains.

Another  cultural icon  whom
Wade counts amongst his [riends
was Che Guevara. They met, played
Chess and  discussed politics in
196G:3-64 when DBob played in Ha-
vana. Che enjoyed walching the
evont and was genuinely interesied
in Chess. Ile used to work six days a
week as the Minister of Industry,
and on the seventh he would set an
example by working in a [aclory,’
Wade reealls.

Bob has adapted to the computer
age, d uselul development that must
have saved his home from sinking
beneath the weighl of his collected
literatore, Now he is working on a
book on thinking in Chess, and Lhe
effects of computers in this vegard,
A very difficull subject — computers
have changed and probably deowvel-
oped Chess thinking. The pame 1z
harder today bocanse of computers,
not casier.’

Bob iz still constantly on the
move, and has travelled to Duhai,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Indiza and
throughout Africa in recenl years,
teaching Chess and training Leach-
ers as part of a British Couneil pro-
jret,

‘I'll probably be going back Lo
South Africa again soon. They had a
strong Chess  tradition that was
squashed by aparlheid, and you
can't do so much in a shorl visit. I'm
just as busy as 1 ever was, Il's a
very Interesting - and very demand-
g — life," savs Bob. Then he's off
back to work.
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Easy as 7T

This afierncon the South African
memory star Kevin orsley will
he making an allempl on Philip
HBond's 1 malrix world record,
which currently stands at /3
minutea to recall 50 groups of
five numbers [rom Lhe 10,000
poasible sequences,

Mind Sports for All

beyond the scope of many play-
arg, there are often medals and
supplementary prives even for
relatively inexperienced players.
Bome of the stars arve receiving
appearance foes and some are
playing to win the prizes. How-
ever, all are here mainly to enjoy
Liemselves and to help popular-
8@ their sport:

Beginning Boku

pames and mental skills, With so
many disciplines and the entirc
glohe to cover, help from enthu-
stasts around Lhe world s des-
perately needed. I you can help
with news, player profiles, links,
anecdotrs, legsons or ideas to
promote  vour favourite Mind
Sport, e-mail the Mindzine al
jonathan@msoworld.com.

Man vs. Machine VI

(hess arbiler Stewart Reuben
points owl one of the great and
enjovable  differences  between
Mind and Physical Sports which
iz rarely menlioned,

it 1z dilficult Lo imagine an
amaleuwr playing a reasonable
gume against one of the great
sportamen  or sporfing  toams.
You are up against Pete Sam-
pras. Crash comes the ball over
the net and that's the end of the
rally. Play Stephen Hendry atl
snonker. You play one, perhaps
two shols on a good day, He fol-
lows with a break of 30 or more.
You have your turn and then he
i# off again. Can you imagine
your Sunday [volball team play-
ing against Manchester United?

IL is different heve at the Mind
Sports  Olympiad. There are
world-class players compeling in
many evenls and rank amateurs
are always in with a chance of
having a shot at them. Michael
Adams has jusl returned [om
Las Vegas where he advanced Lo
the semi-final stage in Lhe World
Chess Championship., Yel every
day you can see him battling it
out in speed Chess tournaments,
The Open Pairs in Bridpe fea-
turcs possibly one of the strong-
pst line-ups  ever in Britain.
Stratepgo is very popular in Hel-
gium and the Netherlands and
the ovent here has all the best
players in Lhe world competing,
Meanwhile, Lhe Draughts cham-
pion Ron King is pufting his
repulation on the line every day.

Yet the ordinary punter can
pay a small entry foe, play side.
by-side with great names and
mayhe even get a crack at them.
Moreowver, in many evenls, al-
though winning the top prizes s

Visitors to the MS( have bheen
flacking to the Hoku stand on
level 2 where Rob Nelson, Lhe
inventor  of  this  [ascinating
game, 1s laking on all-comers,
Such is the elegance of Hoku
that it has only two rules  but
two billion ways to win. [t fils
the clazsic deseription ‘s minute
to learn bul & hfelime Lo masler
almosl perfectly, as the simplic-
ity of the game 15 such that soma
people ave able to become quile
good players after only a handful
aor a0 games. Howewver, as theoy
play more and moro they are
comtinually making new discov-
ories.

Boku was invenied when Rob
was playing around with a fow
ideas based on ‘tic-tac-foe’ and
gradually evolved by a process of
trial and error inlo Lhe relined
form in which it is played today,

Rob ia hoping to organise the
first aver Bolu World Champi-
onship for the year 2001 ITow-
ever, allhough he loves playing
and demonstraling DBokua, Rol
does nol claim Lo be a great
player himsell, admilling that
‘someone will write the definitive
guide Lo winning at Boku, but it
won'l be me.” He cannol conceal
his  delight and amusement
when he hears Boku players us-
ing terms such as foreed move’
and ‘atarl’ which they have
brought into the game [om
ather Mind Sporls.

MSO needs You!

The final instalment of Lhe Man
v, Machine challenpe pilled
former Secrabble World Cham-
pion Mark Nyman against top
softwarn program PC Serabhle
UK. Clever slrategy came to
MNyman's aid in Lhe crucial Gest
pame, as e managed to wipe out
a 100 point deficit by opening up
the board and seizing his oppor-
tunitics, [Anally winning 469
457, The PC Lhen levelled Lhe
mateh convincingly hy starting
with two zeven letter words, and
was never in reach. Nyman
strupggled with duff tiles but did
manage a nine-letter play. He
then sealed the match with a
cruzhing display in the deciding
game, opening wilth the hammer
blows ZAMAN and ENNEAGON
and ronning out a H00-371 win-
e,

Dominic Dominates

The MSO World Mindeine has
opened on the orpanisation’s new
website www msowerld.com and
aims to provide weekly coverage
of the latost developments in

Dominie O'Brien Lully Lived up to
his repulation as the undisputed
champon of memory, Although
in some respects teenage sensa-
Lion ¥Yu Zhang stele the show
with four firsts and two world
vecords, he hasn't vet developed
the key ingredient of consis-
tency. Dominic never faltored,
and notched up three fivsts inoa
relentless  marvch  Lowards  his
sixth Litle. Bul a star was born
al M50 III, and future events
promise great battles.

Twelve-yoar-old Christiane
Btenger  carned  the fitle of
Grandmaster of Memory, award-
ed on performances in three spe-
cific events. She achieved her
final norm with just half o see-
ond Lo spare in the single deck of
cards.
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Games People Play

Reiner Kniziy is probably the groatest modorn game inventor and is regarded az the natural successor to
Alex Randolph. Reiner i now retived (rom his work in Lhe nancial world and concenlreates lull-lime on his
Thobby’ of game design. He moved [rom Germany to England around seven years ago and very much enjoys
the lifestyle over heve. Many serious games enthusiasts refer to Reiner as “The Man'.

How many games have vou
designed over vears?

My total of actual published
games 13 more than 100 but |
hawve also writben several hooks
with new, unpublished games.
Which of your games have
been the most successful?
There 18 more than one way Lo
judige the relative success of a
game - 1s it the one that makes
the most money, or sells the
maost copies, or wins Lhe mosl
awards? 1 would say that my
most successful publications in-
clhude Madern Art, which won the
{ierman game prize m 1993 and,
modesly aside, is still regarded

as a classic. The game Fuphrates

and Tigris, which reflocts the
origin of modern eivilisation 1=
probably my mosl complex pame
and has many fallowers. It is
also the current holder of the
German game prize. One of my
simpler ereations is the auction
game Medici, bul Lhis has also
proved very popular,
Out of all your games, do you
have a personal favourite?
Mo, | don’t, and | would like to
explain why, as [ belicve the an-
awer iz mporlanl and reflects
my philosophy aboul games. I do
nol regard a game as an absolule
— Instead it 15 a mechaniam to
have an enjoyable social oxperi-
ence with other people. Thera-
fore different games can work
wall in different situations, for
cxample a pame thal you enjoy
playing with your children might
not be Lthe same one that vou
would play with your parents.
However, if | have to answer
the question | would say that my
favourite pames i3 always the one
that I am currently developing. T
am usually working on as many
as 12 games simultaneocusly and
I aften get stuck with them — |
have many dead hodies strewn

around my house, However, Lhe
ones which do eventually come
together appear to work well,
Mayhbe this is an cxample of
Darwinian evolution in action —
the survival of the fitest.
What are the requirements
for a good game?

First, there should not be too
much administration. There
must be clear rules which are
simple enough to pick up
quickly, while containing suffi.
cienl dyvopamism Lo creale inler-
eating possibilities for play. The
gamo must also be intuitive
cnough that the flow of the play
is nol disrupled.

For me a game 15 all aboul 1n-
toracting with other personali-
tics and so 8 game cannot be
really good if 1t doesn't allow this
to happen. This s a very differ-
ant dynamic from compuler
games — with computer games
vou mainly play with the com-
puter; with board games vou
play with the other playors.
Are you a good games player
vourself?

Mot especially, One of my per-
somality traits is that if'T do
somecthing, T want to be able to
do il very well. Conzequently, |
do not do too many dilferenl
things. However, il is importanl
for me to explore many differsnl
games to familiarise mysell wilh
the mochaniams thal are used.
When did vou start designing
games?

I have been inventing pames for
almosl as long 55 | remember,
perhaps sinee I wias nine or ten.
Initially I just constructed bazic
games using dice and simple
picces, None of these have ever
been published — and not with-
oul justification! My desire to
ereale games was sparked when
I found thal T wanted to play
games but could not find ones

wilh themes thal satisfied me. T
therefore decided to design some
games myselt,

What are the actual mechan-
ics of designing a game?
Thers are two main phases of
game development. Firsl, the
core design, during which the
main theme and game mechan-
1es are decided. This may sound
like a simple process, but. it can
take up to two months to arrive
at a prototype. The sccond stage
sees Lhe development of the
game [rom the prololype. Some
games turn out well and make it
to the market, Others simply
don't work and are discardaed.

A further important stage i=
the testing process. No game
would ever be releasad until il
had been played at least 100
limes. A pame can appest won-
derlul in the design stage and
yvel when you come Lo play il you
may find that something is lack-
ing — pevhapa it is just nol excil-
ing. On average 1 play four times
a weel, mainly in groups dedi-
caled Lo Lrying out my games,
What do you [ind so attrac-
Live about designing games?
When you design a gaime you are
a creator - and this is a fascinal-
ing experience. You aro in con-
Lrol of your universe and you
make all Lthe rules. Also it gives
vou Lhe possibility to explore
differenl Limes andfor cultures,
Is it sLill possible to develop
a lruly classic game like
Chess or Go?

Nowadays it 18 very dilicull to
succeed with abatracl pames like
these. 1f Chess ar (3o were in-
vented today, there ia almost no
chanee that they would flourish,
The only recent example of an
abatract game Lhal has sue-
ceeded is Abalone — bul much of
this is based upon the brilliant
design of the board and pieces.
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Day Seven Medal Winners

Chess Evening (Wed/Thu)

Scrabble Weekday (SOWPODS)

1= M. Adams (England) gold
1= .J. Hodgson (England) gold

1 M. Nyman (BEngland) gold
2 F. Adewades (MNigeria) silver

Today's Events

3 5. Williams (England)  bronze 3 A. Ajose (Migoria) bronze
Chess Evening Junior (Wed{Thu) Scrabble Weekday Junior (SOWPODS)

1 Th Tan (England) gold 1 5. Monon (India) gold

2 A Ghasi (England) s1lver Scrabhble Weekday (O5W)

3 5. (Ghasi (England) bronze 1 8. Simonis (Fngland) galil
Chess Olympiad Championship 2 R Dowse (England) silver
1 L. Puakhis ([srael) gold 3 B. Grossman (Scotland)  bronze
¢ B. Lalic {England) silver Stratego World Championship

3 V. Gaolod (Israel) bronze 1 van Gellen (Holland)  gold

Chess Olympiad Junior Championship

1 M. Broomfield (England) gold
2 . Mont-Reynaud (IT8A)  silver

2 I Helmus (Holland) silver
3 3. Franka (Holland) bronze
Stratego World Junior Championship

3 D.Tan (England} bronze
Countdown
1 T. Pay (England) gold

2 M. McHale (England) silver
3 MeLeod (England) hronze
Dama

1 F. Poppelaarvs (Holland) zold
2 M. Junghluth (Germany)  silver
3 T.Sperings (Holland)  bronee

1 K. Essa (Bahrain) gold
2 M. Abdulla (Bahrain) silver
3 A Mohd (Bahrain) bronze

Inteliigence Junior

Zatre Olympiad Championship

1 P Basedow {(Germany) gold

2 B. Schick (Austria) silver
3 F. Schmidt (Germany}  bronze
Zatre Olympiad Junior Championship

1 o Stasina (Ceech Rep)  gold

2 8. Plebanek (Poland) silver
3 N. Ezslkirazi (England) bronze
Memory Skills World Championship

1 M. Voracek (Czech Hep) pold
2 J. Btastoa (Czech Rep)  zilver
3 (. Haas (Austria) bronze

Medal Table after Day Seven

Backgammon Weekend pm/feve
Bridge Swiss Paira...... amipm
Chess M5S0 Masters .. pmieve

Chess 10-Minute ........cc.... am
Choss 5-Minute ... rm
Chess Teralinal am/pm
Chinese Chess Eure Ch.am/pm
Cribbage Individual ... am
Cribbage Pairs oo pIn
raughts 10x10 Blitz........ pm
Drsughts 8x8. . ...__am/pm

GIPF Problam Solving...... P
Go 19%19 Olympiad Ch..am/pm
Dthello Beginners ... pam
Poker Olympiad Hold'Em .._am
Siratego World Team . am/pm

Olympiad News Team

1 T OYBrien (England) gold

2 Y, Zhang (TISA) silver
3 A Bell (England) bronze
Memory Skills Junior World Championship

1 Y. Zhang (1ISA) zold

2 C. Parmar (USA) silver

by . Stenger (Germany) bronze
Othello 5-Minute

1 T. Miyaocka (Japan) gold
2 K Tominaga (Japan) silver
3 5. Micolet (France) bronze

Othello Junior 5-Minute

| T. Krzywonos (Canada) gold

2 B. Shifman (lsrael) silver
3 H. Tatsutomi (Japan) bronze
Poker 7-Card Stud

1 T Shapperson (England) gold

@ A Baron (England) ailver
3 M. Haytack (England)  bronee
Poker 7-Card Stud Junior

1 (3. MNiccoli (England) gold

2 B. Haytack (England) silver
3 A. Haghshenas (Tran) bronze
Poker World Amateur Championship

1 (. Lee (England) anld

2 1. Adams (England) silver
3 O Var (England) bronze
Poker World Junlor Amateur Ch

1 C. Harvis (England) gnld
2 (3. Hassabis (England)  silver
3 T. Niccoli (England) bromes

G b E Tot
Fngland b5 G¥ . 185
USA h H] 9
Holland 5 13
Franee - 13
Japan 3
Germany 3
Czech Rep. 2
Canada 2
Israal
Sweden
Aunstria
Bahrain
China
Grenada
Puerto Rico
Scotland
Jamaica
Australia
Belgium
Cameroon
Indin
Korea
Norway
Nigeria
Trom. Rep.
Treland
Pakistan
Poland
HRussia
Italy
Wales
Ghuna
Iran
Latvia
Lithuania
Turk'istan
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‘Look at me — you can do

(lympiad is to start producing coins
I out of thin air. Although prestidigi-
2 Lation 18 jusl a hobby, Mark has
playved a central role in conjuring up

2 the new MBS0} website. Yilhons 1Je-
2 velopment  Corporation  President
2 Lefler and his small team have
3 accomplished the unlikely lask of

completely rebuilding the new MSO
4 presence on the Internet in about
q two months.

The allianece between Zillions and
Lhe MSO is the proverbis]l malch
made in heaven. "We had several
other offers, but the MS0 was the
best since it 15 devoted to the mind.
We weren'l inleresled in companies
who wanted to add Chess Lo their
portfolin of shoot-eam-up games,
says Lefler.

The Zillions universal games en-
gine is Lhe brainchild of games afi-
cionado Jell Mallelt. Simple and
elegant, the propram is an articial
mtelligence engine which acls upon
a seript a very simple program-
ming language. This enables it to

better. Look at Nilkki - you quiclkly learn, and improve at, an

can da as well." Interna-
tional Chess Master
Michael Basman's inspi-
rational words to young
chesaplayers wowed by
gwards presenter Gladia-
tor Nikki ‘Scorpio’ Dia-
mond,

almosl infinite number of games.
The simplicily of the input language
means that avid users are mcreas-
ing this number of possibilities
every dayv Ly typing In new scripled
rules, The current commercial ver-
sion of the program can play over
G600 variants and games, while Mal-
lott categorized over 3,000 abstract
games during Lthe rescarch stage.
Zillions can never be az strong
ag, aay, a dedicated Chess enpine,
but it plays anything and every-
thing, This is not necessarily =
weakness, as specialised programs

are often much too strong for the

average games enthusiasl. The idesl
ratin is that the computer wins
about two out of three, which gives
players an incentive, and improves
Lheir pame,” Leller explains.

The team is currently relining a
special version of the Zillions engine
for the MSO website, which is de-
signed for painless on-line play. il
lione gives M5S0 Worldwide s huge
advantage as we can add new games
avernight. Users can suppest games
and wao can give them what they
want, fast,” says Lefler, who man-
ages Lo give Lhe impression of being
totally relaxed, while simullane.
pusly bursting with enerpy. ‘The
wholo idea 1= to have fun, and to
streteh people's minds.

The web team also illustrates the
benefits of the new wvirtual work-
place. Some of the team ia in Cali-
fornmia, one 15 in Canada, lLefler is
based in Berlin, and MS(O weh
manager Chris Dickson works fram
Middlesbrouweh. Chris, who has won
lwo medals in previous MSOs, ovor-
zees the lists, archives and inflorma-
tion on the site, as well as Olling 1in
wherover alse he may be needed. He
was discovered as a student volun-
toer at MSO 1T, who offerod to put
news [rom the event online, and
Lthen look on the hupe task of main-
laining the first websile. Now it has
become a full-time job.

A seattered global [oree has some
advantages: ‘It means thal we can
have a 16 to 24 hour development
day. As onc man knocks off wark,
another’s day is starking. It's all
possible because of the web' savs
Lefler.

To get an idea of the potential of
the future of game-playing at M50,
visil: www.zillions-ol-games.com.
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Young Gladiators

The biggest Chess tournament
ever held came to a climax to
day at the Mind Spocts Olym-
piad. More Lhan 35,000 young-
sters entered Baitek’s UK Chesa
Challenge 1999 and the fOnals
make a fitting climax Lo this
years M0,

The last 16 of the nation's
most  gilled Chess prodigies
(many of them champions in
their own right) included eight-
year-old David Howell from Sea-
lord; Sussex, who recently com-
pleted a spectacular double
when he became British Under-9
and Under-10 Champion.

David is vne of four finalats
who are members of the England
Junior Chess Sguad. Another
player hotly tipped for future
stardom iz nine-year-old Savah
Hegarty from Hisley in Surrey,
Sarah also compleled a recent
double when she claimed both
the British Girls’ Under-10 and
Under-11 titles.

However, on the day Lhess two

young stars were cclipsed by
Thomas Hendle who took the
overall gold medal in a thrilling
and close fought final.

Everest Conquered

Kevin Horsley of Soulh Africa,
Grandmaster of Memory, con-
vincingly broke the world record
in what has been called Lhe Ev-
erest of memory tests’ — recalling
100 randomly chosen  5-digit
components of pi. The frsi
10,000 digits of pi — an inflinile
non-repeating number — are di-
vided into 2,000 5-digit blocks.
The testers call out one of these
H-digit sequences, and the can-
didate must reply with the 5-
digil numbers on either side of
the pumber chosen. This hap-
pens 50 times, Kevin completed
the task on his second attempt
in 39 minuftes, 14 minuies ahead
of Philip Bond's mark from 1994,

Horsley, 27, linished sighth in
the World Memory Champion-
ship and eonfesses to a weakness
in the card evenls. He says he 1s

delermined to do his best to top-
ple Dominic O'Brien from the
throne, bul admits it may well
never happen - ‘But everybody
has that dream.’

Kevin was, like several other
memory champions, dyslexic. A
formor policeman. he has re-
cently finished studics in neuro-
linguistic programming and now
hopas to open a memory schoal
i South Afviea,

Brotherly Luck

"Thal was a bit lucky!” — all-
rounder Demis Hassabis couldn’t
keep still as he watched youngoer
brother George rvaking in the
chips en route to a poker Lri-
umph. Demis, 23, who was de-
nied the gold medal after a last
move Entropy loss to George, 1s
not having a good Olympiad. Tve
losl Lhree crucial games Lo Lhree
juniors. I'm gelling old! TN be
really worried when 1 lose thros
timos Lo the some junior,’ said
Demis, hurrying off to yel an-
other event.

Mind Sports Council

A major development for the Mind Sports Olympiad
and games players worldwide has been the forma-
tion of the Mind Sports Council. Saturday witnessed
tlie inaugural meeting of this body and fealured
many of the key players in Lhe organisation of Mind
Sports worldwide.

Dr Evan Harris gave an exposition of Lthe steps he
was taking to encourage tho British Governmaenl Lo
accord to Mind Sports a status egual to thal of
physical sports. Mr Walter van Beek then asked
whether this initiative need be confined to the TE,
Sir Brian Tovey warmly agreed, and suggested that,

in parallel with the approach to the Drilish Govern-
ment, the izssucé should be raized al a European lovel
with the authorities in Brussels (Commission and
European Parliament). This would be with a view Lo
having a Directive put in place that would oblige all
members of the Buropean Linion and, by foree of ex-
ample, other European states, Lo enacl legislation
putting Mind Sporls on a par with physical sports.
General agreement was reached and a sub-
committee of the Mind Sports Council - Sir DBrian
Tovey, Waller van Beek, Philip Nelkon and Paul
Smith — was set up to pursue the matter further,

Delegates to the Mind Sports Council Meeting

H. Alkhalifa (World Dama Federation Patron)

Seth Bonti (World Oware Federation Chatrman)
Peter Boswell (British Mensa Director)

Tony Buzan (Mind Sports Council President)

Phil Chambers (Learning Technologies Lid. Thirector)
Elaine Colliar (Buzan Licensad Instructor)

Michael Crane (British Backgammon Assoe, Director)
Aubrey de Grey (British Othello Federation Chairman)
Dr Evan Harris (Member of Parliament)

Ray Keene (M5S0 Chiel Executive Officer)

Jim MeCarthy (London Draughts Assoc. Secrelary)
Jae Young Kim (M30 Korea President)

Heith Masters (BMNDC Ltd. {Dominoes and Crib})

Lindas Masters (BNDC Led. {Dominoes and Cribj)
Trevor Montapue (British Quiz Assoc. President)
Kevin O'Connell (M30 Ranking and Titles Officer)
Philip Nelkon (Scrabble Clubs UK Manager)

Vanda North (Buzan Centres Managing Direclor)
David Pritchard (Mind Sports Council Vies-President)
Stewart Reuben (British Chess Fedevation Chairman)
Paul Smith (British Go Assoaation Youth Co-ordinator)
Michael Tipper (World Memory Championship Divector)
Lady Mary Tovey (M5S0 Organiser)

Sir Brian Tovey (M30 Council Member)

Walter van Beek (FMJD Draughts} President)
Martin van der Beek (151 {Siratego} Sccretary)
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Beating the Olympics

David Levy is the chief organizer of the MSO. lympiaod News spoke to him aboul the plans for next year.

How and when did you get the
idea for the MS0O?

The idea came to me in the mid-
1980s. As a chessplayer T had al-
ways enjoved the Chess Olympi-
ads more than any other event in
the Chess calendar. Chess Olym-
piads bring together national
teams from all aver the warld
{nowadays around 100 countries)
and are played in a very fostive
atmosphere. We played for fun
(there were no cash prizes) and in
tho evenings we relaxed with
(viends we had made at various
Chess tournaments around the
world. The whole thing was hike a
gigantic Chess party. So 1 thought
ol ereating an Olympiad for all
Mind Sports because games en-
thusiasts are very like-minded
people - you often find chessplay-
ers who enjoy Backgammaon,
Bridege or Othello for example.
And how did you get the idea
off the ground?

1 asked Ray Keene what he
thought and he was very enthusi-
astic. So we decided to go ahead
and bry to get sponsorship. We
even printed some brochures an-
nouncing Lthe 1st Mind Sports
Olympiad in 1989, However, we
had absolutely no suceess in rais-
ing any sponsorshop interest,
Then, in 1990, Ray introduced me
to Tony Buzan, who is the guro of
mental skills such as Mind Map-
ping and memory skills. Tony
Lravels the world and lectures Lo
major businesses and, as a result,
he has a lot of high level contacts,
So we fell thal with Tony we had a
hetter chance of attracting spon-
sorship and we invited him Lo join
our venture. For a while all we
had was near misscs but finally,
in 1997, we gol Tucky. Ray struck
a great deal with the Boval Festi-
val Hall, allowing us to hold the
first Olympiad there on the condi-
tion that we would pay fur the
voenue only if we attracted signifi-
cant aponsorship. This encouraged
us to make the decision to run the
event USing our OWI FCS0urces.
But soon afterwards one of Tony's

contacis bore fruil — Lthe Swedish
insurance company Skandia gave
us £350,000 in sponsorship.
What are vour plans for next
year's evenl?

Mext year we are planning some-
thing really spectacular for the
Millenmium. It will be far and
away the most enormous Mind
Sports evenl ever conceived, with
many more entries than at the
Olympic Games. In fact, partic:-
pating in Mind Sports s alvesdy
more popular than taking part in
physical sports, so0in a sensa we
are already larger than the Olym-
pic movement, At Mind Sports
Olympiad IV we hope to have in
the region of 12,000-15,000 en-
tries, Al the moment the Olym-
piad record 15 10,744 — for the
1996 Atlanta Olympic Games, Bul
we know we can beal that.

How can you be so sure?

We already have prelimimary
agrocments with a number of
games federalions and vrganisers
to create major events in their
particular disciplines. Tn Bridge,
for example, we are looking at
Lournaments with 2,000 players or
more, and the numbers will be
similar in Chess, Fven in games
auch as Cribbage and Dominoes
we are informed that 500-1,000
players per tournament can be
achievad with the right planning,
given that we will have an even
bigger prize fund than this year.
When will MSO LV take place?
Az veot we haven't decided deli-
nitely how Tong the MS0O should
be next year. If it is still nine days,
the dates will almaost, certainly be
August 19-27, But we may well
extend the cvent to include (he
August Bank Holiday (the 28th)
and we are even considering ex-
tending a fow davs heyvond that.
What oither goodies do you
have in store for us next year?
We are reswrrecting the Computer
Olympiad, an evenl we ran from
1989-1992, So many people have
asked for it to be vevived thal we
have decided Lo accede to their
requests, In the Computer Olym-

piads the participants ave &ll com-
puter programs, not people. The
programs play against cach other
to determine the strongest pro-
gram in esch discipline. We used
to have around 100 programs tak-
ing part, across somao 15 disci-
plings. Next vear T expect 200 or
more programs, Lhough the num-
ber of disciplines may go down
because a fow gamos have alveady
heen zolved — Connecl. 4, for ex-
ample, 15 known to be 2 win for
the first playver.

And what clse?

Thers are a number of 1deas being
developed which we don't want o
discuss at the moment because we
don't wani lo give them away. But
we are not Lhe only ones who can
have good ideas. We want anyone
who has a suggestion for & new
event al MSO TV to pass it on to
us — the best new idea will win a
bottle of champagne and lree en-
tiy to MSO TV, And we aren’t just
looking for good ideas for new
tournaments within M50, we're
also on the lookoul for ways Lo
improve what we de now.

How are vou going to fund all
this? Do yvou have sponsorship
lined up already for next year?
We are not a sponsorship driven
organisation. OF course, sponsor-
ship would be very nice at the
right level and with the right
sponsors, by which T mean compa-
mies whose own corporate image
would tie in well with our philoso-
phy for the development of the
Mind Sports movement. Right now
ournrganisation is invesiment
driven. Our aim 1s to build, very,
very quickly, in just a couple of
YEArS OF 0, an organisation with a
huge following amongst Mind
Sports enthusiasts. Our investors
are delighted with the way things
are golng — we have a graat new
webzite and the number of entries
for MSO ITT looks like being sis-
nificantly ahead of our forecasts,
We believe thal just about every-
one in the world who is interested
in Mind Sports will, sooner or
later, come inlo our ambit.
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Olympiad News

Sunday 28 August

Day Eight Medal Winners

Today's Events

Backgammon Olympiad Gold Ch Chess 5-Minute Saturday

1 J. Clark (England) gold 1 J. Hodgson (KEngland) gold

2 (%, Brittain (England)  silver 2 A Chernaiev (Russia) ailver
3  C.Baker (England) bronze 3 <. Emms (England) bronze
Backgammeon Olymplad Silver Ch Chess 5-Minute Saturday Junior

1 P. Rastan (England) silver 1 D Tan (England) gold

2 L. Powell (England) bronge 2 C.Harris (England) silver
Backgammon Olymplad Bronze Ch 3 R Keiran (England) bronze

1 J. Blattery (Scotland)
Bridge Ladles' Pairs

bronze

Chess Terafinal

1 5. Sepahbodi (England)
H. Shapiro (England} gold
2  E.Caplan (England)

L. Phillips (England)  silver
3  P.Leslie (England)
3. Cohen (England) bronze

Bridge Men's Pairs

1 T. Rendle (England) gold

2 A Hunt (England) silver
4 T.Sharp (England) bronze
Cribbage British Open Individual Ch

1 1. Smerdon (England)
P. Tobias (England) gold
2 N. Sandquist (Sweden)
P. King (England)
3 T To(England)
B. Rowlands {(England) bronze
Bridge Novices' Pairs

silver

1 P.Hayden (England)  gold

2 M. Wukefield (England) silver
3  D.Edwards (England) bronee
Cribbage British Open Individual Junior Ch

1 J.Heppel (England) gold
2 . Heppe! (England) ailver
Cribbage British Open Pairs Ch

Backgammon Weekend ....pm
Bridge Swiss Teams....am/pm

Chess M50 Masters ......... pam
Chess 10-Minute......c..co.... M
Chess b-Minute .o pin

Chinese Chess Euro Cham/pm
Dominoes Straight Pairs..am
Dominces Hs and 3s Pairs pm
Draughts 1010 Blite........ pm
Dravghls 8x8 ...oeeeareenees am
GIPF Olympiad Ch._.am/pm
(e 19%19 Rapid Play.....am/pm
Learn and Play New

GANDB ..t itiieaaraiasarie am/pm
Poker Olympiad Hold 'bm am

Olympiad News Team

1 T. Glover (England}

M. Syed (England) gold
2 5. Hands (England)

V. Crawford (England) silver
3  N.Dent (England)

T. Manser (England)
Bridge Senlors’ Pairs

bronze

1 K. Lloyd (England)
. Collier {(England) gold
2 1. Wade (England)

J. Wade (England) gilver
3  D. Follows (England)
P. Hayden (England)  bronze

Intelligence World Championship

Kditor: Jon Tisdall
Production: Byron Jacohs
and Andrew Kinsman
(First Rank Publishing)

Mind Sports Olympiad

1 T. Turnage {England)
J. Cruickshank (Eng)  gold
2  R. Samani (England)

M. Samani (England)  silver
3 . Solomons (England)
E. Samuels (England) bronze

Bridge Swiss Pairs

1 M. Izaac (England) gold

2 A Walker (SBeotland)  silver
3 P, Smith (England) bronze
Intelligence World Junior Championship

1 % Hussain (England) gold
2  R. Bhatti (England) ailver
Oware Beginners

1 A. Priday (England)
V. Priday (England) gold
2  R. Harper (England)

1 1. de Toffoli (Tialy) gold

2 R. Mazumder (Bangladesh)
silver

3 T. Lemusl (Dom Rep.) bronze

Stratego World Team Championship

M. Hoffman (TTSA) silver
3 L. Pagan (England)

H. Anoyrkatis (Kng) bronze
Chess 10-Minute Saturday
1 B Lalic (England) gold
2 J. Hodgson (England)  silver

3 A Bummerscale (Eng) bronge
Chess 10-Minute Saturday Junior

1 D. Ruter {England) gold
2 (. Hanley (England)  silver
3 D Tan (England) bronze

1 . wvan Geffen (Holland)
H. Helmus (Holland)
. Franka (Holland)
A Pols (Holland) gold

2 8. Meyer (Belgium)
D. Velkemans (Belpium)
K. Naelemans {Belgium}
K. de Jong (Belgium)

3 J. Winkler (Germany)
D Erapp (Germany)
M. Blockhaus (Germany)
M. Huch (Cermany)

silver

bronze

PO Box 13385,

London NW3 6FB

Tel: DI707 6590580

Faax: Q1707 661160
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The 3rd Mind Sports Olympiad at lympia Conference Centre




OLYMPIAD NEWS

Supplementary Lssue

Sunday 29 August 1999

Mind Sports Olympiad Titles

The following is the list of Mind Sports titles Lo be
awarded at the M5O 111 prizegiving.

Grandmaster Titles

Adams, Michael ENG (Chess, Rupidplay and Hiitz)
Ashman, Kevin ENG (Quiz)

Awowade, Oluwafemi NIG (Scrabble)
Birchall, Bruce ENG (Creative Thinking)
Burn, Su ENG (Bridge, Team)

Clark, John ENG (Hackganmon)

Colliar, Elaine SCO (Mind Mapping)
Fountain, Robert ENG (Mental Calculations)
Gantvarg, Anatoli BLA (Draughts, 10x10 Blitz)
Guo, Zuan NED (Go, 19x19)

Hebden, Mark ENG (Chess, Blitz)

Hodgson, Julian ENG (Chess, Blitz)
Hussmanns, Klaus GER (Twixt)

Isaac, Martin ENG (Tntelligence)

Jones, Anne ENG (Speed Reading)

Kaufman, Larry TUSA (Shogt)

King, Phil ENG (Bridge, Team)

King, Ronald BAR (Dreughts, 88 and 8x& Blitz)
Kok, Fred NED (Lines of Action)

Lee, Gary ENG (Poleer)}

Nyman, Mark ENG {Scrabbie)

¥Brien, Dominic KNG (Memory Shkills)
Sandeman, Michael ENG (Shogt, Rapidplay)
Sandquist, Nieck ENG (Bridge, Team)

Simon, Trevor ANT (Oware)

Smith, Paul ENG (Decamentathlon)

Suekuni, Makoto JAP (Othelln)

Tastet, Marc FRA (Abalone)

Townsend, Tom ENG (Bridge, Team)
Valneris, Guntis LAT (Draughts, 10x10 Blitz)
Walker, Angus SCO (Intelligence)

Wiersma, Harm NED (Draughts, 10:10)

Woo, Wei Cheung FRA (Chinese Chess)
Zhang, Shutai CHN (Go, 73x13 and Go, 15x19)

International Master Titles

Chen, I'a Zuo ENG {Chinese Chess)
Cheymol, Eric FRA (Shagt)

Coull; Robert ENG (Mastermind)
Danelk, Vliadimiv CZE (Go, 153x1.3)

Gold, Mike ENG (Bridge, Pairs)
Hassabis, Demis ENG (Contingo)
Higginson, David ENG (Bridge, Pairs)
Horlock, Peter KNG (Entropy)

Howell, David ENG (Crosswaords)

Hua, Say Ty FRA (Chinese Chess)
Killilea, Tony ENG (Scrabble)

Lane, George ENG (Mental Caleulations)
Loveys, Keith ENG (Decamentathlon)
McCarrick, Con IRL (Draughts, 828 Blitz)
MeDowell, Michael ENG (Chess, Problem Solving)
McLeod, John ENG (Skat)

Miller, George ENG (Hexdame)

Pay, Patricia ENG (Countdown)

Sakagi, Shoichi JAT (Go, 19x19)
Schaefer, Norbert GER (Skat)

Simonis, Sandie ENG (Scrabble)

Smith, Paul ENG (Tntelligence)
Springer, Leo NED (Hexdome)
Sutherland, Alistair 3CO (Crosswords)
Tesselaar, Jan NED (Hridge, Pairs)
Valneris, Guntis LAT (Dranghts, 10x10)
Wikman, Ragnar FIN (Lines of Action)

Candidate Master Titles

Bell, Andi ENG (Memory Skills)
Beyer, Mike NED (Bridge, Pairs)
Bodycombe, David ENG (Creative Thinking)

Ajose, Adebowale NIG (Scrabble)

Baron, Alexander ENG (Poker, 7-card stud)
Bedinovs, Vladimir LAT (Draughts, 10x10 Blitz)
Berg, Erik van den NED (Stratego)

Cmiel, Thorsten GER (Chess, 10-minute)
Danck, Vladimir CZE (Go 19x19)

Franka, George NED (Stratego)

Hassabis, Demis ENG (Decamentathlon)
Jahanbani, Mahmoud IRN {Backgammen)
Kirzner, Igor UKR (Draughts, 10x10 Blitz)
Miyaoka, Tamalki JAP {Othello)

Pearce, David ENG (Entropy)

Tastet, Mare FRA (Othello)

Thordsen, Hartmut GER (Twixt)

Tofloli, Dario de TTA (Mastermind and Tiwixt)
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